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ART RAFFLE 

You should have 
your book of tickets now 
or very soon. Please sell 
as many as you can and 
help keep Briarpatch 
publishing for another 
30 years! The prizes, 
such as this stone carv- 
ing by Lyndon Tootoosis, 
are very beautiful. 


WEAPONS 
OF MASS 
DESTRUCTION 

Although UN 
laws expressly forbid 
poison or poisoned 
weapons and “arms, projectiles or ma- 
terials calculated to cause unnecessary 
suffering,” British and American forces 
are using depleted uranium (DU) shells 
in the invasion of Iraq. UN resolutions 
classify the 
munitions as illegal weapons of mass 
destruction. 

In an interview with the Sunday 
Herald (Scotland), Professor Doug 
Rokke, ex-director of the Pentagon”s 
DU project (also a former professor of 
environmental science at Jacksonville 
University and onetime USA army 
colonel who was tasked by the USA of 
defense with the post-first Gulf war 
depleted uranium desert clean-up) said 
use of DU was a “war crime.” 

Soldiers who returned to the 
USA after the first Gulf War suffering 
chronic muscle and 
joint pain, fatigue and memory loss 
have pointed the finger at exposure to 
DU. It is also believed to be the cause 
of the increased number of birth de- 
formities and cancer in Iragi civilians. 

At least 320 metric tons of DU 
were left on the battlefield after the first 
Gulf war. 


SECOND COUSIN 
TWICE REMOVED 

Many who are skeptical 
about the war argue that we 
should nevertheless support 
the USA because it is our 
largest trading partner and it 
might otherwise retaliate 
against us. Whether or not 
war co-operation would 
make any difference on the 
trade front (being “family” 
never spared us from 
softwood lumber duties) this 
sidesteps a crucial question: 
Are we willing to kill Iraqis 
in order to protect some con- 
ceivable trade advantage? 

If we have any claims to 
being a civilized people, the 
discussion shouldn’t be reduced to how to 
best maintain our current rates of GDP 
growth. Would we support killing people ifit 
would improve our productivity levels or in- 
crease the global competitiveness of our 
banking sector? 

Excerpt from an article by Linda 

McQuaig originally published by The To- 
ronto Star. 


WHERE HAVE ALL 
THEIR LEADERS GONE? 

“I don’t want you to think that I came 
here to make an anti-American speech. 
{laughter] I wouldn’t come here for that. | 
came to make a speech, to tell 
you the truth. And if the truth is anti-Ameri- 
can, then blame the truth, 
don’t blame me.” 

Malcolm X, February 11, 1965 


“Every gun that is made, every war- 
ship launched, every rocket fired, signifies in 
the final sense a theft from those who hun- 
ger and are not fed, those who are cold and 
are not clothed.” 

USA President Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, April 16, 1953 
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e still have the master copy of the 

first Notes from the Briar Patch. It 

was produced in August 1973 and 
is very descriptive about the working 
conditions and lack of resources at that 
time. The magazine now known as 
Briarpatch was created at a desk wedged 
into a four by four foot space between two 
filing cabinets at the Aid Centre in Saska- 
toon. The rent was paid by doing janitorial 
work for the office. 

Countless amazing people and 30 years 
of dedication, perspiration and tribulation 
later, I believe that Briarpatch is still true to its original 
mandate. According to Grant Karst, who did a report on 
the history and functions of The Briar Patch for a Social 
Work class in 1977, the founders’ mission was to change 
de-humanizing situations: “We are disadvantaged in this 
society because we don’t have access to the powers which 
make decisions which affect us. In our democratic society 
we, the disadvantaged, have the potential power of 
numbers. A consciousness and solidarity of common fate 
must be developed for the good of the disadvantaged 
individual as well as society as a whole. No society can 


Briarpatch 
Benefit Dance 


f you are in Regina on Saturday May 3” 
please join us at the Exchange, for a retro 
experience with the music of Three Hour 

Tour. Tickets are $12 at the door. We hope you 
will consult your photo album or yearbook and 
duplicate the fashion sense you had in the 70s... 
unless you were born in that decade! This May 
Day event is co-sponsored by the Regina and 
District Labour Council. 

A band called the United Nations played 


shall Push Aside Another, 
None Shall Let Another Fall 


Self-portrait by editor 
Maria Fisher, August 74 


survive if it drives a sizable portion of its 
members into despair and isolation and 
leaves them there.” 

Right from the beginning the maga- 
zine has been examining the inequality 
found in our society and has contained 
articles about human rights, welfare rights, 
legal workshops, racism, co-ops, strike 
support, health issues, First Nations’ issues, 
women’s issues, environment, child-care 
and education. It has also been highlighting 
the various organizations and individuals 
who are using their talents and creativity to 
organize for social change. 

The covers of the 70s often carried the slogan “None 
shall push aside another, none shall let another fall.” 
Simple words. Simple concept to grasp. A simple rule that 
would end most of the problems found in our communi- 
ties and also those of the United Nations. In this special 
30" Anniversary issue we present a “Then and Now” look 
at some of the struggles from the 70s and their modern 
day equivalent. It should become quite obvious that on 
many fronts “the struggle continues.” It’s a sad reality that 
there is still too much pushing and too much falling down. 


at Briarpatch’s first benefit dance, held in August 

1975 at the Indian Metis Friendship Centre. It was | 
subsequently reported that a great time was had | 
by the 20 people in attendance, but the disappoint- 

ment in the turnout showed in this graphic. Call 

525-2949 for advance tickets (only $10) and make 

sure this year’s benefit is a very groovy party! 
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
Dear Briarpatch, 

Just a note of hearty congratulations on the occasion of 
your 30" birthday. It sure doesn’t seem like 10 years have 
passed since I wrote an article for your 20th, in which I 
reminisced a bit about my years as editor (1979-82) and some 
of the great folks who helped put out the magazine. 

The personnel have changed, of course, and the focus 
may shift depending on events, but the progressive principles 
remain untarnished. For example, the April issue included 
several superb pieces. I particularly enjoyed “My Big Fat 
Green Wish List” by Jan Norris and the opinion piece by 
Catherine Verrall, “The Price of War”. 

All the best for the next 30 years. See you at the May 3rd 
party! 

Clare Powell 
Regina, SK 


WATCHDOG BITES BACK 
Dear Briarpatch, 

(Regarding “Public Watchdog with a Private Agenda” in 
the February issue.) While Ron Thomas is of course entitled to 
his pointof view regarding the Canadian Broadcast Standards 
Council (CBSC), one might have thought he would check his 
facts before misinforming readers about material issues. 

Take, for example, his generalized observation that the 
members of the public who sit as Adjudicators on the CBSC’s 
Panels are impliedly conservative, “mostly lawyers, right wing 
politicians, local chamber of commerce members or have been 
given awards by the chambers.” 

Rubbish. All Thomas needed to do was to read the website 
bios. There are currently 21 Adjudicators on seven Panels. Of 
these, six, or just under one per panel, are lawyers. And two of 
these, those of Prairie origin, as it happens, are distinctly left of 
centre. One is former a former NDP (Manitoba) Premier and the 
other is Acting Law Dean (Saskatchewan) who also sits on the 
Police Commission. 

Of the 21, only one was President of a Chamber of 
Commerce and another was honoured as Manitoba Business 
Citizen of the Year 20 years ago. 

Of the Adjudicators who have been elected politicians, one 
was an NDP Premier, one a federal Liberal Cabinet Minister and 
one a federal Tory. None from the Canadian Alliance or Reform 
parties. So much for the right wing theory. 

On the other end of the political spectrum and conveniently 
unmentioned by Thomas are five feminist public Adjudicators. 
We might add that another is a Jesuit theologian and expert on 

media literacy. Yet another has served as Chairman of one of the 
llargest social service agencies and Chinese Community organi- 
zations in Canada. 

Overall, a slight imbalance on the left, perhaps, but the 
CBSC has no trouble living with that orientation. 

I suppose that Thomas’s point is, in his words, that “the 
fe:w who seem to have any type of progressive credentials would 
easily be out-voted on any one of the Panels.” Of the 277 
dercisions rendered since April 1991, 274 have been unanimous. 
No outvoting needed. The other three were each 5-1 decisions. 


Thomas also implied that the CBSC hides information 
about the percentage of complaints resolved in the complain- 
ant's favour. Well, your Mr. Thomas put me to work. The 
information is on the website, it just isn’t tabulated. So I had to 
count. The fact is that 72 percent of the last 68 decisions have 
been decided against the broadcasters and in favour of public 
complainants. 

Supervision of broadcast content by the private broadcast- 
ers’ self-regulatory structure? You bet. Too bad that Ron 
Thomas's article was not subject to equally rigorous scrutiny. 

Ronald I. Cohen 
National Chair 
CBSC 


WANTED: REPLACEMENT SUBSCRIBER 
Dear Briarpatch, 

The recent Women’s Issue has to be one of the most 
unprogressive pieces of literature to have ever come out of 
Briarpatch’s offices. The constant low-level mysandry in this 
issue is based on an astonishing gender feminist logic: “Some 
men assault women, therefore all men are violent, sexual 
predators, and all women are innocent victims.” 

Briarpatch ignores the fact that women are just as 
violence-prone as men in the domestic realm. This little detail 
obviously upsets the mysandrist’s world view, which then 
attempts to equate men’s humanity and their male nature as 
“criminal.” In contrast, I ask, has not Jean Hillabold’s admit- 
tedly Criminal Code behaviour been humanized, transformed 
and excused? 

In short, gender feminist hypocrisy is shameless. Worse, 
this hypocrisy is used as the policy foundation to strip men of 
their civil and legal rights, an alarming practice across North 
America which is clearly now contributing to the horrific 
suicide rates among men. Evidence is mounting that over half 
are directly tied to the attacks on men by feminist and divorce 
lawyer dominance of state sanctioned and controlled practices 
in “justice” and judicial systems. 

Dominant feminism is now nothing but quite mindless, 
insensitive, male-bashing misandry. You and your Board 
should be thoroughly ashamed of your uncaring and 
uncompassionate position respecting children and men. When 
will you put some effort into dedicating an entire issue to 
these issues from the perspective of men such as myself? 

Since it has become apparent that this issue represents 
the magazine’s view of the world, please cancel my subscrip- 
tion! 

Brian L. Johnson 
Regina, SK 


WORTH TAKING A CHANCE 
Dear Briarpatch, 

The reason for my hesitation in renewing my subscrip- 
tion is that I’m 83 years of age and don’t even buy green 
bananas. However, I’ll keep my fingers crossed that PH run 
out this subscription. All the best... keep up the good work. 

Evelyn Leaney 
Penticton, BC 
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$ askatchewan residents can prepare 
themselves for yet another growing season 
confident their health will take another 
beating. Spraying of agricultural areas will 
start soon and with it the accompanying 
danger for all residents through widespread 
pesticide wind-drift. 

No one knows how far 2,4-D drifts or 
exactly what is happening to people, plants 
and aquatic life. But federal officials have 
said Saskatchewan residents are breathing 
pesticides from spring to fall. The discovery 
of 2,4-D all year round in the Qu'Appelle 
watershed means we are continually drink- 
ing and breathing it. 

The study also identified uncontrolled 
use of pesticides in cities as a definite dan- 
ger to plant and animal life. The province is 


Air and Water 
Increasingly Polluted 


by Don Homphrics, March 1979 


generally 15 to 20 years behind environ- 

mental thinking. That says a lot about the 
understanding politicians and senior civil 

servants have of the ecological balance of 
nature. 

Multinational corporations still have the 
upper hand in licensing, distribution, sale 
and application of agricultural and industrial 
chemicals. The laws presume the companies’ 
information to be correct until proven false. 
Twenty years later ecological disaster occurs 
as with DDT which forced even the apolo- 
gists for chemical companies to admit a tiny 
error was made. 

For now, individual action to protect 
individual health is the order of things. The 
government apparently will only take action 
when dead bodies appear on their doorstep. 


Professionally representing 
Saskatchewan workers 
since 1946. 
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Air and Water Pollution 


by Sandra Finley 
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pologist Dr. Elizabeth 
Guillette, who docu- 
mented the effects of 
long-term exposure to 
pesticides on the 
children in the Yaqui 
Valley of Mexico, is 
coming to Regina to 
address city council 
on May 12". Her work 
is the main focus of 
David Suzuki's 
documentary “Toxic 


4-year-olds 


Legacies.” 

Research done 
by Dr. Guillette, of 
Tulane University, 5-year-olds 
clearly shows that 
children exposed to 
agricultural pesticides, “exhibit more neuromuscular 
and mental defects. They were less proficient at catch- 
ing a ball, reflecting poor eye-hand co-ordination. 
Stamina levels were also lower. Also the exposed 
children had symptoms of illness three to four times the 
rate of the unexposed, with a high rate of upper respira- 
tory infections, suggesting suppressed immune sys- 
tems.” 

Guillette learned in 1993 about problems in the 
Yaqui Valley. As she has written in the scientific journal 
Environmental Health Perspectives, the valley children 
are far behind those of the foothills. The only difference 
she observed was that pesticides have been used in the 
valley since the early 1950s, while in the foothills there 
is no agricultural industry and virtually no pesticide use. 

The Yaqui Valley is one of Mexico's largest agri- 
cultural areas, providing much of North America’s fresh 
fruits and vegetables. It is also home to neighbouring 
towns in which children exhibit significant and disturb- 
ing neurological differences. 

“Toxic Legacies” follows Dr. Guillette as she meets 
with eminent laboratory scientists in her search for 


PESTICIDE 

Valley corroboration and 
> possible solutions. 
Neurotoxicologist 
David Carpenter of 
the University of 
Albany says, “I have 
suspected for a long 
time that pesticides 
cause these effects, 
but no one has 
demonstrated it so 
convincingly.” 

Dr. Guillette also 
visits Halifax, North 
America’s first major 
city to ban the cos- 
metic use of pesti- 
cides. “I don’t think 
we have to throw our 
hands up and say it’s 

hopeless. People are doing things,” says Guillette. 

One in six American children suffers from such 
disorders as autism, aggression and attention deficit- 
hyperactivity disorder. Could pesticide exposure be a 
major culprit? “I was shocked at the lack of science 
that exists on pesticides,” remarks filmmaker John 
Ritchie, himself a father of two young children. 
“That’s why making people aware of Elizabeth’s study 
is so important.” 


$ 
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4-year-olds 


5-year-olds 


Sandra Finley is a mother concerned about pesti- 
cides, who also does other organizing work around 
environmental issues such as reducing imports, the effect 
of dams, and the Great Sand Hills. She believes that if 
people have the information, they will do what they can - 
and together we are effective. 

Dr. Guillette will make a presentation to the Regina 
City Council meeting Monday, May 12th - that starts at 
5:30. On Tuesday she will speak at a public forum in 
Regina (call Jim at 757-6300 for details) and on 
Wednesday at 7PM she will be at Room 106 Biology 
Building, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon. 
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Briarpatch Regina Vows Bureau, 
July 1978 


w hen Anita Bryant arrives in Moose Jaw 
on July 1, not everyone who comes to see 
her will be carrying a welcome 
sign. 

In fact many Saskatchewan 
residents are so strongly op- 
posed to Bryant’s positions on 
a variety of topics, that they 
got together a Coalition to 
Answer Anita Bryant when 
she appears at the city’s anni- 
versary, Canada Day celebra- 
tions. 

Anita Bryant is well known 
as the figurehead of a large 
and growing repression di- 
rected against the human 
rights of minorities. In Flori- 
da’s Dade County, for instance, 
she gained more publicity than 
she ever had from her orange 
juice commercials by spear- 
heading the move to overturn an ordinance 
assuring gay men and women of basic hu- 
man rights. Largely due to Bryant’s influ- 
ence, things like housing, employment and 
public facilities can still be denied because of 
who she or he chooses to love. 

Although best known for her anti-gay 
position, she was also an outspoken sup- 
porter of the USA involvement in Vietnam 
and has joined anti-feminist forces in de- 
nouncing the American Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. She perpetrates anti-Semitic and 
racist ideologies by claiming that in her 
interpretation of the Bible, Jews, Moslems, 
Pygmies and Eskimos are going to hell. She 
has also come out in favour of the union- 
busting “right to work” laws in the USA. 

Her current campaign against homo- 
sexual men and women is an attack on the 
human rights of one of the most vulnerable 
groups in our society. It is frightening to 
realize that homosexuals were amongst the 
first victims of fascism in Hitler’s Germany 


m the 708s: 


Anita Bryant: 


Symptom of a Sick Society 


in the 1930s. Coincidently, a poll of USA 
students published last month in Ladies 


Home Journal ranked Anita 
Bryant right up there with 
Adolf Hitler as the individuals 
who have been most damaging 
to the world. 

The group (Coalition to An- 
swer Anita Bryant) is dedi- 
cated to fighting the blatant 
attack by Renaissance Interna- 
tional and Anita Bryant on the 
human rights of minorities. 
Founded by pastor Ken 
Campbell, Renaissance Inter- 
national is at the heart of the 
Canadian anti-gay movement 
spreading through R0 Ontario 
cities and now in the West. 


photo: Debra Brin 


WORKERS’ MURAL 


The Saskatchewan Centennial 
Workers Celebration Committee is 
creating a mural on the Regina Union 
Centre - an image that will illustrate 
workers’ history. 

We request financial support for this 
project. All donations are welcome and 
donors of more than $500 will be 
recognized as Sponsors. 


Please make your 
cheque payable to: 
SCWCC Mural Project 
and send it to: 

SCWCC, 

C/O Sask. Fed. of Labour, 
220-2445-13' Avenue, 
Regina, SK S4POW1. 


BRIARPATCH; MAY 2003 


Mending a Sick Society 


The House of Commons Justice Committee is currently 
studying my Private Member’s Bill C-250, An Act to amend 
the Criminal Code, that seeks to add “sexual orientation” to 
the list of included grounds under hate propaganda legisla- 
tion in Canada. Currently the grounds included are race, 
religion, colour and ethnic origin. This bill received agree- 
ment in principle in the House with the support of all parties 
except the Canadian Alliance. The Committee will decide 
whether people who are victims of propaganda promoting 
hatred, violence or even genocide directed at gay, lesbian, 
bisexual or transgendered people should have equal protec- 
tion under the Criminal Code. This month will decide 
whether or not this bill becomes law. 

We are in danger of losing this bill because of the flood 
of e-mails and letters coming in to MPs from those who 
oppose the bill, mainly from the religious right. Canadian 
Alliance MPs are fanning the flames with outrageous 
attacks on the bill. They claim that the bill would make 
religious texts like the Bible illegal. This is absolutely false: 
both the Charter of Rights and the Criminal Code already 
protect freedom of religious expression. 

The Supreme Court of Canada ruled in the Keegstra 
case that “the act to be targeted is the intentional fostering 
of hatred against particular members of our society, as 
opposed to any individual. Hatred implies that those indi- 
viduals are to be despised, scorned, denied respect and made 
subject to ill-treatment on the basis of group affiliation.” A 
senior researcher of the Library of Parliament wrote: “the 
design of the hate propaganda provisions set out in the 
Code, including a requirement of specific intent, the defini- 
tion by the courts of what the promotion of hatred means, 
the special defences, and the requirement for the provincial 
Attorney General to consent to a prosecution, all ensure that 
such prosecutions will occur in only the most egregious 
situations and have ensured that the law is Charter of 
Rights-compliant.” 

Unfortunately, many MPs have been swayed by the 
campaign of misinformation and fear and have heard very 
little from those who support the bill. 

In early May, the Committee will vote on whether to 
support the bill and send it back to the House. Currently on 
the Justice Committee, all four Canadian Alliance members 
oppose the bill, all four of the other opposition members 
(Bloc Quebecois, Conservative, and NDP) support the bill, 
and the Liberal position is unclear. The fate of the bill 
depends on how they will vote. 

I am urgently requesting you to take a few moments to 
send a message to your own MP as well as to the Liberal 
MPs on the Justice Committee. Tell them that you believe 


that hate propaganda targeting gay and lesbian people must 
be stopped. Tell them that it is not fair or just to deny 
protection to gay and lesbian people. 

An American named Fred Phelps runs a web-site 
called www.godhatesfags.com , which is full of virulently 
hateful material. The web-site contains, among other things, 
an image of a young man named Matthew Sheppard burning 
in hell, and announcing the number of days he is supposed 
to have been in hell since his brutal murder in 1998. Mat- 
thew Sheppard was beaten, tortured, and left to die ona 
fence in Wyoming, because he was gay. 

When Fred Phelps wanted to come to Canada to pursue 
his campaign of hatred, the RCMP said that they would like 
nothing better than to have the tools to stop him from 
entering our country, but they were unable to do so. Ser- 
geant Pat Callaghan, head of the hate crimes unit of the 
Ottawa-Carleton Police Department, had this to say about 
Phelps’activities in Canada: 

“If this was done against a Catholic, a Jew or a black 
person, charges could be laid. If we had that legislation, we 
could have told him, ‘If you show up and start spreading 
this hate, we'll arrest you.”” 

The Attorney General of Alberta, Dave Hancock, 
pointed out that protecting gays from hateful propaganda 
has nothing to do with endorsing homosexuality. He said, “I 
support the hate crime legislation which prohibits people 
from spewing hate against anybody for any reason. It 
doesn’t matter what you believe about sexual orientation.” 

Please take a few minutes to respond to this urgent call 
to action. Your voice could help pass this bill, and save the 
lives of gay and lesbian people targeted by hate-mongers. 
Please send your message as soon as possible, and forward a 
copy to my office so we can keep you posted on the 
progress of the bill. 

Your voice could make the difference. 

Svend J. Robinson is NDP MP from Burnaby-Douglas. 
His e-mail address is Robinson.S@parl.ge.ca . 

Here are the names and contact information for the 
Liberal MPs on the Justice Committee: Andy Scott, 613- 
992-1067, Scott.A@parl.ge.ca - John McKay, 613-992- 
1447, McKay.J@parl.ge.ca - Marlene Jennings, 613-995- 
2254, Jennings.MOparl.gc.ca - Irwin Cotler, 613-995-0121, 
Cotler.IOparl.gc.ca - Hedy Fry, 613-992-3213, 
Fry.H@parl.ge.ca - Joe Peschisolido, 613-995-2021, 
Peschisolido.J@parl.gc.ca - Derek Lee, 613-996-9681, 
Lee.DOparl.gc.ca - Paul Macklin, 613-992-8585, 
Macklin.P(Oparl.gc.ca - John Maloney, 613-995-0988, 
Maloney.J@parl.gc.ca - Pat O’Brien, 613-995-2901, 
Obrien.POparl.gc.ca 
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by Lloyd Robertson, September 1976 


mM any people were shocked when the 
Washington Post carried the news of Anna 
Mae Aquash’s murder. The American Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the FBI 
originally claimed she died of exposure, but 
the truth finally came out: she was shot in 
the back of the head. 


AIM leaders Leonard Crowdog, Dennis Banks and 
Russel Means in conference during the 1973 
Wounded Knee seige. 


Anna Mae Aquash was a MicMac 
Indian and Canadian citizen. Her murder 
prompted the federal government to make a 
“strong protest” and quickly forgot the mat- 
ter. She died because of the war going on in 
South Dakota; a war that is not receiving 
much media attention. 

Murder is a way of life for the Oglala 
Sioux at Pine Ridge. Over 250 activists like 
Anna Mae Aquash have died since the 1973 
version of Wounded Knee. The BIA has goon 
squads carrying out the violence with the 
weapons and strategy used in Vietnam. 


Aim: Jever in the Gutter Again 


(Anna Mae Aquash 
and Leonard Peltier) 


Anna 
Mae Aquash 
was at Pine 
Ridge be- 
cause she 
supported 
efforts of the 
American 
Indian Move- 
ment (AIM), 
to defend 
native rights. 
Leonard 
Peltier, one 
of the Oglala AIM leaders, now sits in 
Oakalla Prison in British Columbia waiting 
for Justice Minister Ron Basford to rule on 
the deportation case. 

The FBI claims Peltier was involved in 
a shoot-out that left two FBI agents and 
Joseph Stuntz, an Oglala Sioux, dead. Peltier 
fled to Canada, where he was arrested by 
the RCMP in the camp of an Indian band 
near Jasper Alberta. Peltier has become a 
cause celebre for many groups in Canada. 

A comparison is being drawn to what 
happened to Sitting Bull 100 years ago, 
when he was forced by the government of 
Sir John A. Macdonald to return to the USA, 
only to be murdered by agents of the Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs. AIM representatives 
are trying to influence the federal govern- 
ment into granting Peltier asylum through a 
nation-wide campaign pointing out his prob- 
able fate. 
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BIA goon squad at Wounded Knee 


(Leonard Peltier is still in jail in the USA. A new 
trial has been denied although a Freedom of Information 
Act lawsuit has revealed that the FBI secretly withheld 
documents during his trial, including a ballistic test that 
later proved that the fatal shots could not have come 
from the weapon connected to Peltier at his trial.) 
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l Wear the Prison silence 


with Honour and Pride 


Ramón Labañino would love nothing more than to be 
home in Cuba with his wife, Elisabet Palmeiro, and his 
three young daughters. He missed out on precious time 
with his mother, who died in 1998. But Ramón gave up 
his personal life in Cuba to engage in an important but 
dangerous mission inside the United States: protecting 
the Cuban people from terrorist attacks coming out of 
southern Florida. He moved to Tampa, Fla., in 

1993 to protect not only his own family but the 11 
million people in Cuba from the aggression and 
hostility directed against them from the United 

States ever since the 1959 CubanRevolution. 

Ramón was sent by Cuba to do what the USA 
government has refused to do for decades: stop the 
countless bombings and sabotage plots emanating 
from Miami. For this heroic effort, he is serving a 
life sentence in the federal penitentiary at 
Beaumont, Texas. There is no parole in federal 
prison. 

He and four others, known by their supporters 
as the Cuban Five, were arrested by the FBI in 
September 1998, prosecuted by the USA govern- 
ment and convicted by a Miami jury in June 2001. 
That says it all about American policy: terrorists 
run free in Miami while the anti-terrorists are in 
prison. 

I was privileged to visit Ramón in late December at 
Beaumont prison in eastern Texas. Joining me in the 
two-day visit was Houston activist Gloria Rubac, known 
to many Texas prisoners for her tireless defense of their 
rights. Gloria and I came away deeply moved by the 
strength of Ramón's principles and by the optimism he 
shows despite prison life. The first thing he said when 
we met was, “First, I want to let you know how deeply 
we, my four brothers and I, appreciate your solidarity 
and the support of all our friends in the USA. Please let 
everyone know we thank them very much.” 

It was the midst of the holidays and Ramón was 
getting 10 to 15 letters a day. The letters, from as far 
away as Argentina and Scotland, were a real morale 
boost. He laughed that some of his friends in prison say 
he is famous. They have come to realize he is a political 
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by Gloria La Riva 


prisoner and a hero to his people in Cuba. 

Ramón was counting the hours until his family 
would come to visit. After almost six months of delay in 
receiving a visa from USA authorities, his wife, daugh- 
ters and father will finally be able to embrace him and 
share all the latest news from back home. 

In the middle of our visit, another prisoner had a 


sandwich delivered to Ramon. It was clear he is re- 
spected. When we reciprocated with soft drinks, his 
friend called him “Big Medina.” Ramón's official name 
in prison is Luís Medina, because that was his identity 
when he lived in Florida. He had to live with an assumed 
name in Tampa. To operate openly would have put him 
in danger. On the opening day of the trial, he and thetwo 
Cubans who also had other identities - Gerardo 
Hernández and Fernando González -proudly revealed 
their real names. In prison, he’d rather be called by his 
real name, but it is hard to do when he is officially 
Medina. 

We told him Mumia Abu-Jamal had just written a 
column on the Cuban Five, urging support for his Cuban 
brothers in “a real fight against terrorism.” Ramón was 
excited to hear the news and honored by Mumia’s ges- 
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ture. He asked us to convey his appreciation and solidar- 
ity to him. 

Ramon works a day shift at the prison. He is an 
orderly and keeps the laundry room clean. Every free 
moment he is busy reading, writing letters to his support- 
ers and preparing for his appeals. 


Punished for feeling free 

Ramon related to us the story of his transfer to 
Beaumont after his sentencing, and his interview by the 
prison staff, which is done with every incoming inmate. 
One of the interviewers thought he’d give Ramon a hard 
time. He wanted to drive the point home that he, Ramon, 
was a prisoner and he’d better get used to it. Ramon said 
sincerely, “To tell you the truth, I don’t feel like I’m in 
prison. I am here for political reasons.” 

For a prisoner of conscience to feel free behind bars 
was too much for the prison employee. He ordered 
Ramón into solitary confinement for a week. To increase 
the punishment, he said that from then on, Ramon would 
have to report every two hours, from 8AM to 8PM to 


prison authorities. 
The order still stands. No matter what he is doing, 


exactly every two hours he has to go to the guards on 
duty. Ramon smiles when he says that he honestly 
thought for a moment it was a privilege and told the 
interviewer, “Please don’t give me any special privi- 


For more 
information 
about 
becoming an 
SGEU 
workplace 
call toll free 
1-800-667-5221 
In Regina 
522-8571 
website: 
www.sgeu.org 
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leges, I’d like to be treated like the others.” Ramón is 
not one to complain. But even guards have come to 
know him and treat him with a certain respect. One of 
the staff read a book with the speech Ramon gave before 
sentencing, and was amazed by the boldness of his 
words in the courtroom. 

The book, With Honor, Courage and Pride, carries 
the inspiring and historic speeches of all five: Ramon 
Labañin, Gerardo Hernández, Antonio González, 
Fernando González and René González. 

Ramón ended his speech at sentencing by saying: 
“If preventing the death of innocent human beings, 
defending our two countries from terrorism, and pre- 
venting a senseless invasion of Cuba is the reason I am 
being sentenced today, then, let that sentence be wel- 
comed. I will wear the prison uniform with the same 
honor and pride withwhich a soldier wears his most 
prized insignia. This has been a political trial; therefore, 
we are political prisoners.” 

After our visit, Ramon walked back to his cellblock 
through the metal doors. We were reminded of his heroic 
words. And yes, he does walk tall and proud. 


Gloria La Riva is national coordinator of the Na- 
tional Committee to Free the Five. For more information 
or to send letters of solidarity check the website at 
www.freethefive.org . 


SGEU has been making positive 
improvements in workplaces and 
communities throughout the province since 
1913. Our 20,000 members are employed in 
all kinds of workplaces throughout the 
province. 


We offer our members: 

e Excellent service and contract negotiations 

e Some of the best benefit plans in the 
province 

e Support for learning 

e A chance to get involved 


For more information about becoming an 
SGEU workplace call toll free 1-800-667-5221 
In Regina 522-8571 

website: www.sgeu.org 
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CAW Local 1285 


Located in Brampton 


A proud Canadian Union representing over 
6,000 workers and promoting community spirit is a 
commitment we take seriously. 


Canadians At Work 


— a photographic journey that examines the reality of work 
in Canada as we enter the new millennium. 
This CAW millennium project is an inspiring look at the people 
who really build Canada every day — the workers. 


¢¢ Photographer Vincenzo 
Pietropaolo wanted to use 
his camera to reclaim workers 
from their historical anonymity. 
His shots of men and women — 
on the factory floor, in the service 
industry and in nursing homes — 


capture the varied lives of working people : 
f To order copies of 
across the country ... a lavish 200 page Canadians At Work 
coffee table book. 99 (ISBN 0-9692932-8-3), 
; call University of 
Globe and Mail, September 2, 2000 Toronto Press 


at 1-800-565-9523 


This book is a look at workers m or (416) 667-7791 


from every province and territory o 
and almost every economic sector 2o 
in Canada who are members of the » 


Ario: GANADA 


Canadian Auto Workers union. 
WWwWw.caw.ca 


The Anti-Terrorism “Crimes” of the Cuban Five 


Since 1959, organizations like Alpha 
66, Omega 7, Brothers to the Rescue, 
and Cuban American National Foun- 
dation have terrorized the Cuban 
people, conducted bombings, assassi- 
nations and other sabotage, and killing 
hundreds of innocent Cuban civilians. 

The Cuban people have been 
targets of American policy, including 
43-year economic blockade designed 
to punish a whole people who have 
chosen a different road for building 
their society. They have been victims 
of terror attacks by the Miami-based 
mafia, many of whom came from the 
wealthy class that left Cuba after the 
popular overthrow of dictator 
Fulgencio Batista. Others of the ultra- 
right in Miami were police thugs for the Batista regime. 

The Five were living in Miami, monitoring these 
terrorist groups to prevent future violence. They were 
framed up in a political witchhunt and railroaded in a 7- 
month trial in Miami, where it was impossible for them to 
have an impartial and fair trial. 

Falsely charged with espionage, in reality their 
mission was to follow the activities of the right-wing to 
prevent harm to innocent people. In what has become 
standard treatment for those whose political or religious 
beliefs or national origin are deemed suspicious by the 
United States, the five were held without bail for 33 
months between arrest and trial. The arrests were all 
carried out without incident, and there was no suggestion 
that any had weapons, or had ever lived as anything other 
than peaceful members of the community. Two are 
American citizens, having been born in the United States 
to Cuban parents who fled the reign of corruption and 
terror of Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista prior to the 
revolution. All were well-regarded in the communities 
where they lived and worked. 

In spite of all that, they were not only denied the 
right to bail, but also kept for 17 months in solitary 
confinement cells. They were completely cut off from 
their families and young children, and not even able to 
communicate with each other. Even under these extreme 
conditions, however, the prosecution failed in its objec- 
tive of making the arrested men so disoriented and des- 
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Cuba has been on defence 
from American aggression 
since 1959. 


perate that one or more would falsely 
confess and implicate others in ex- 
change for a promise of leniency. 
Their only offense was using false 
identities (with the exception of the 
two who were USA citizens) to enable 
them to assess the likelihood of mili- 
tary attack by the United States. 

Espionage on behalf of Cuba and 
murder involving the downing of two 
aircraft over Cuban waters (the most 
serious allegations) were not charged 
as crimes actually committed, but as 
conspiracies, together with other 
related lesser offenses. The use of 
“conspiracy” relieved the prosecution 
of the burden of proving that these 
offenses actually occurred. The pas- 
sionate climate in Miami that surrounds every issue even 
remotely related to Cuba made any objective evaluation 
of the evidence impossible. 

They were watching some of the most dangerous of 
all the exiles, responsible for: the 1976 bombing of a 
Cuban civilian airplane which killed 73 civilians, includ- 
ing Cuba’s entire Olympic fencing team; paramilitary 
organizations such as the one that masterminded the plot 
to assassinate Fidel Castro at a meeting of heads of state 
in Venezuela; the 1997 Havana hotel bombing that killed 
an Italian tourist and wounded others. 

The Motion for a New Trial has been joined and 
supported by some of the most prestigious associations 
of lawyers and jury experts in the United States and 
abroad. The National Jury Project, made up of the 
leading experts on the jury system in the United States, 
has filed a brief with the trial court urging a new trial. In 
addition, the National Lawyers Guild, representing 
nearly 5,000 attorneys in the United States, has also filed 
a formal pleading with the court, arguing for a new trial 
in a fair venue. That pleading was joined in by the 
International Association of Democratic Lawyers, with 
members in 90 countries and consultative status at the 
United Nations. 

In the United States and throughout Europe, Asia and 
South America groups of concerned citizens are forming 
support networks in an effort to overturn the injustice of 
the case and return the Five to their country and families. 
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Rev. Martin Niemóller 


INE. was a U-boat captain in World War I prior 
to becoming a pastor. And he even supported Hitler 
prior to his taking power. Indeed, initially the Nazi press 
held him up as a model for his service during WWI. 

But in 1933 he organized the Pastor’s Emergency 
League to protect pastors from the German secret police. 
From 1933 to 1937 Niemóller trashed everything the 
Nazis stood for. Eventually he was sent to the 


FIRST IT WAS... 


First they came for the Communists 

and | didn't speak up because | wasn't a Communist. 
Then they came for the Jews 

and | didn't speak up because | wasn't a Jew. 

Then they came for the Catholics 

and | didn't speak up because | was a Protestant. 
Then they came for the trade unionists 

and | didn't speak up because | wasn't a trade unionist. 
Then they came for me 

and by that time there was no one left 

to speak up for me. 


Rev. Martin Niemoller, 1945. 


Sachsenhausen and Dachau concentration camps. Near 
the end of the war, he narrowly escaped execution. 

After the war, he preached this important message 
A pacifist and supporter of disarmament, he died in 1984 


at the age of 92. 


George Manz is a communications officer for the 
Saskatchewan Union of Nurses. 


China 1945-1960s, Italy 1947-1948, 
Greece 1947-1950s, The Philippines 1940s 
and 1950s, Korea 1945-1953, Albania 
1949-1953, Eastern Europe 1948-1956, 
Germany 1950s, Iran 1953, Guatemala 
1953-1954, Costa Rica mid-1950s, Syria 
1956-1957, The Middle East 1957-1958, 
Indonesia 1957-1958, Western Europe 
1950s and 1960s, British Guiana 1953- 
1964, Soviet Union 1940s-1960s, Italy 
1950s-1970s, Vietnam 1950-1973, 
Cambodia 1955-1973, Laos 1957-1973, 
Haiti 1959-1963, Guatemala 1960, France/ 
Algeria 1960s, Ecuador 1960-1963, The 
Congo 1960-1964, Brazil 1961-1964, Peru 
1960-1965, Dominican Republic 1960- 
1966, Cuba 1959-1980s, Indonesia 1965, 


Ghana 1966, Uruguay 1964-1970, Chile 
1964-1973, Greece 1964-1974, Bolivia 
1964-1975, Guatemala 1962-1980, Costa 
Rica 1970-1971, Iraq 1972-1975, Australia 
1973-1975, Angola 1975-1980s, Zaire 
1975-1978, Jamaica 1976-1980, 
Seychelles 1979-1981, Grenada 1979- 
1984, Morocco 1983, Suriname 1982- 
1984, Libya 1981-1989, Nicaragua 1981- 
1990, Panama 1969-1991, Bulgaria 1990, 
Iraq 1990-1991, Afghanistan 1979-1992, 
El Salvador 1980-1994, Haiti 1986-1994, 
Yugoslavia 1999, Afghanistan 2002, Iraq 
2003... 

(list up to Haiti 1994 is from the table of con- 
tents of William Blum's book Killing Hope, Com- 
mon Courage Press) 
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“Backlash” 


l, appears that the Bush administration will have 
succeeded in colonizing Iraq sometime in the next few 
days. This is a blunder of such magnitude that we will 
pay for it for years to come. 

So, where are all those weapons of mass destruction 
that were the pretense for this war? Ha! 
What I am most concerned about right now 
is that all of you not go silent or be intimi- 
dated by what will be touted as some great 
military victory. Now, more than ever, the 
voices of peace and truth must be heard. I 
have received a lot of mail from people who 
are feeling a profound sense of despair and 
believe that their voices have been drowned 
out by the drums and bombs of false patriot- 
ism. Some are afraid of retaliation because 
they have been vocal proponents of peace. 
They have been told over and over that it is 
not “appropriate” to 
protest once the country is at war, and that 
your only duty now is to “support the 
troops.” 

Can I share with you what it’s been like for me 
since I used my time on the Oscar stage to speak out 
against Bush and this war? I hope that, in reading what 
I’m about to tell you, you’ll feel a bit more emboldened 
to make your voice heard in whatever way or forum that 
is open to you. 

When “Bowling for Columbine” was announced as 
the Oscar winner for Best Documentary at the Academy 
Awards, the audience rose to its feet. It was a great 
moment, one that I will always cherish. They were 
standing and cheering for a film that says we Americans 
are a uniquely violent people, using our massive stash of 
guns to kill each other and to use them against many 
countries around the world. They were applauding a film 
that shows George W. Bush using fictitious fears to 
frighten the public into giving him whatever he wants. 
And they were honoring a film that states the following: 


photo: Theresa Wolfwood 


by Wlickaed Moore 
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The first Gulf War was an attempt to reinstall the dicta- 
tor of Kuwait; Saddam Hussein was armed with weapons 
from the United States; and the American government is 
responsible for the deaths of a half-million children in 
Iraq over the past decade through its sanctions and 
bombing. That was the 
movie they were cheering, 
that was the movie they 
voted for, and so I decided 
that is what I should ac- 
knowledge in my speech. 

And, thus, I said the 
following from the Oscar 
stage: “ We like non-fiction 
because we live in fictitious 
times. We live in a time 
where fictitious election 
results give us a fictitious 
president. We are now 
fighting a war for fictitious 
reasons. Whether it’s the 
fiction of duct tape or the 
fictitious ‘Orange Alerts,’ we are against this war, Mr. 
Bush. Shame on you, Mr. Bush, shame on you. And, 
whenever you’ ve got the Pope and the Dixie Chicks 
against you, your time is up.” 

Halfway through my remarks, some in the audience 
started to cheer. That immediately set off a group of 
people in the balcony who started to boo. The director of 
the show started screaming at the orchestra “Music! 
Music!” in order to cut me off. 

The right-wing pundits and radio shock jocks have 
been calling for my head. But, has all this ruckus hurt 
me? Have they succeeded in “silencing” me? 

Well, take a look at my Oscar “backlash”: 

* Attendance at “Bowling for Columbine” immediately 
went up 110 percent - it has now bested the previous box 
office record for a documentary by nearly 300 percent. 
* Stupid White Men shot back to #1 on the New York 
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CUSO is looking for 

Canadians with skills and 

experience in agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, environment, and community 
activism to work in volunteer programmes 
in some thirty countries world-wide. 
Standard contracts: 2 years, plus language 
training, basic cost of living and benefits. 


Since 1961, more than 12,000 Canadians have 
gone overseas to work with CUSO's partners. 
CUSO supports alliances for global social justice. 
We work with people striving for freedom, 
self-determination, gender and racial 

equality and cultural survival. 


If the time is not right for you to commit 
to an overseas posting, you may want 

to volunteer your time, energy 

and expertise on a 

local committee. 


Check our web site at www.cuso.org 


for current postings and information on how to apply 


or call 1-888-434-CUSO (2876) 
for the office nearest you. 


HALIBUT Steaks, Fresh COD, Live 
LOBSTERS, Fresh SOLE, Atlantic 
SCALLOPS, Fresh or Smoked 
SALMON, Jumbo SHRIMPS, Fresh 
PICKEREL, King CRAB LEGS, 

Fresh WHITEFISH, Salt or Pickeled 
HERRING, Rainbow TROUT, Smoked 
GOLDEYE, Red SNAPPER, and 


MUCH MORE! 


13th & Robinson, Regina 


525-9147 


Times bestseller list. 

* In the week after the Oscars, my website was 
getting 10-20 million hits a day. The mail has been 
overwhelmingly positive and supportive (and the hate 
mail has been hilarious!). 

* Ihave obtained funding for my next documentary, 
and I have been offered a slot back on television. 

I tell you all of this because I want to counteract a 
message that is told to us all the time - that, if you take a 
chance to speak out politically, you will live to regret it. 
It will hurt you in some way, usually financially. 

Take the Dixie Chicks. I’m sure you’ve all heard 
by now that, because their lead singer mentioned 
how she was ashamed that Bush was from her home 
state of Texas, their record sales have “plummeted” 
and country stations are boycotting their music. The 
truth is that their sales are NOT down. After all the 
attacks, their album is still at #1 on the Billboard 
country charts. Upcoming concerts are all sold out. 
Their song, “Travelin” Soldier” (a beautiful anti-war 
ballad) was the most requested song on the internet 
last week. 

They have not been hurt at all - but that is not what 
the media would have you believe. Why is that? Be- 
cause there is nothing more important now than to keep 
the voices of dissent SILENT. And what better way than 
to try and take a few well-known entertainers down with 
a pack of lies so that the average Joe or Jane gets the 
message loud and clear: “Wow, if they would do that to 
the Dixie Chicks or Michael Moore, what would they do 
to little ol’ me?” In other words, shut the f— up. 

And that, my friends, is the real point of this film 
that I just got an Oscar for - how those in charge use 
FEAR to manipulate the public into doing whatever they 
are told. 

Well, the good news - if there can be any good news 
- is that not only have neither I nor others been silenced, 
we have been joined by millions of Americans who think 
the same way we do. 

Unfortunately, Bush and Co. are not through yet. 
This invasion and conquest will encourage them to do it 
again elsewhere. The real purpose of this war was to say 
to the rest of the world, “Don’t Mess with Texas - If You 
Got What We Want, We're Coming to Get It!” This is 
not the time for the majority of us who believe in a 
peaceful America to be quiet. Make your 

voices heard. Despite what they have pulled off, it is 
still our country. 


Michael Moore is also responsible for causing 
corporate anxiety with TV Nation and The Awful Truth. 
The full text of this article can be found at 


www.michaelmoore.com . 
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In February 2003, I helped facilitate part of a training 
session for organizers who would be implementing the 
Saskatchewan Federation of Labour’s labour-issues 
campaign. The organizers’ work would include talking to 
grassroots union members who might hold opinions on 
key labour issues (including retention of Crown corpora- 
tions, preventing privatization of health care and educa- 
tion) that differed from the views of the provincial union 
movement. 

The organizers would learn some communications 
techniques, but I thought that the usual materials might 
not be enough. Organizers would need to convince people 
to change their minds on deeply held political views. 
Counsellors and ministers challenge people every day to 
change opinions and behaviours, so I turned to a friend 
within the United Church for a resource person. A local 
minister, who is also a social activist, agreed to join us 
part way through the session I was facilitating at the 
Union Centre in Regina. 

In the classroom, I asked partici- 
pants to work in pairs and talk about 
a time when each of them had 
changed their mind on a strongly 
held belief. It could be political, 
ideological, religious. Participants 
worked in pairs, and then shared 
with the whole group their experi- 
ences. For one, it had been a 
transformation from anti-union 
individualism to being a militant 
and leader within his union. Others 
talked about coming to understand 
their skin-colour privilege or being 
catapulted into social activism. 

I asked these organizers-in- 
training to identify the factors in 
their experiences that helped 
them change their minds. To- 
gether, we named a number of elements or conditions that 
helped in that transformation: 

* Hearing a message over a long period of time 

* Living through deteriorating conditions 

for ourselves and others 

* The role of a significant (credible, trusted) individual 
x Having an intense, jarring experience 
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illustration: Education for Changing Unions, 
Between The Lines 


Changing Hearts, Minds and Spirits 


by Adriane Paavo 


* Clear, indisputable logic 

* Being able to talk the transformation 
through with someone else 

* Visual or emotional evidence 

* Feeling part of something larger 

* Support from a group 

* Feeling like you were taking action for 
others, not just yourself 

* Feeling part of a group 

The group started to analyze this evidence from our 
lived experience. We could see that some of our mind- 
changing factors were contradictory (hearing a message 
over a long period of time versus having an intense 
experience) and many were similar (feeling part of a 
group, taking action on behalf of others). 

Our guest, the United Church minister, had been 
listening to this story-telling. “You know, I change my 
mind a dozen times a day,” she said. “For example, 
‘Should I have the soup or the pasta for lunch?” Changing 
your mind is easy. What you're talking about is changing 
your hearts and your spirits.” 

She pointed to our own words on the flipchart sheets 
taped to the wall. “You are talking about relationships, 
about community.” In our conversation with 
her, we saw that we had identi- 

fied the importance of setting 

up a strong relationship 
between the person trying 
to initiate the change and the 
person experiencing the 
transformation. We acknowl- 
edged that most of us had 

been motivated to change a 

deep-rooted belief, not so much 

for our own sakes, but because 

we saw the benefit of that 

change to the group that we 
were part of (a family, a 
workplace, the province). From the energetic discussion 
that followed, all of us in the room knew, from the 
personal experiences we had recounted, that significant 
transformations are not made from the neck up, but from 
the neck down. 

But the trade union movement is not a place where 
you hear lots of talk about “spirit” and “heart.” Many 
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Every working person, every wage earner 
needs a union to provide job security, a 
decent wage and employee benefit plans. 


If you want to be a member of a union call 
the Saskatchewan Federation of Labour. 
We can help. 


525-0197 220 - 2445 13th Ave Regina 


Web site www.sfl.sk.ca 


e-mail sfl@sasktel.net 


The Saskatchewan Federation of Labour 
wishes all workers everywhere a happy, 
healthy, radical and militant May Day 2003 


trade unionists are uncomfortable with “touchy-feely” 
stuff. One of the ways some of us survive toxic encoun- 
ters with management is to hide our feelings, harden our 
hearts to the insults and the disregard for human dignity. 
But we don’t live in a one-size-fits-all world. If we hadn’t 
opened our classroom door to an ally from a movement 
with a different perspective on the same social-justice 
goals, we would have overlooked the evidence of our own 
experiences, and their implications for organizing. We 
would have focused all of our attention on providing 
people with the facts, confident that we could win them 
over by the weight of our data, by the beauty of our 
brochures. We might have forgotten to reach out to them 
as individuals who yearn and ache and live as part of 
something larger than themselves. 

Moved by our richer understanding of what was 
unfolding on the flipchart paper in front of us, the group 
generated a checklist or toolkit of ideas for changing 
minds/hearts/spirits: 

* Appeal to people’s concern for their social family 

* Bea credible, significant individual; 

be honest and passionate 

* Give people a chance to speak their own 

stories, to think out loud, to explain out loud 

* Speak from your own experience, not just 

from research data 

* Talk about how your campaign affects the larger group 


or the whole provincial, national, or global community 
* Don’t feel rushed; repeat visits or 
contacts where possible 
* A range of communication styles 
is valid, including emotional styles 

The labour movement faces so many challenges, has 
so many important goals - and so little time to achieve 
them in. Our tendency is to wrap up one campaign or 
organizing drive as quickly as possible, so we can move 
on to the next. But that day in the classroom with the 
labour-issues campaign organizers brought home the need 
for us to approach organizing with a wider array of tools: 
the long view, the ability to explain our own personal 
motivations and connections to issues, the time to spend 
listening to those we want to organize, the permission to 
cry or laugh with or draw near to the person we’re talking 
to. By starting with our own experiences of significant 
transformation, the organizers in that Regina classroom 
uncovered an unused store of wisdom about how such 
transformations can be made in the service of the labour 
movement’s goals. By opening our doors to someone 
from another movement whose language and style are 
different (even sometimes sneered at), we saw more and 
further than we could have on our own. 


Adriane Paavo is a labour educator and staff repre- 
sentative with the Grain Services Union in Regina. 
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Mass Murder by Complacency: Africa Forgotten 


he world’s attention is riveted on the unfolding 
| events in Iraq. Indeed it has been held captive 
since the lead up to the aggression. 

So much concern about mass destruction while it 
was happening under the world’s watch. Since civil war 
broke out in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
in 1998, 3.3 million people are reported to have perished 
according to International Rescue Committee. Most of 
the deaths are attributable to sickness and famine. The 
DRC economy is in shambles and the palito system 
has broken-down. 

As recently as 1994 Africa had fallen anden the 
USA radar. Despite repeated warnings predating the 
bloodbath by three months, Roméo Dallaire, the Cana- 
dian General of a small UN peacekeeping force in 
Rwanda, was hamstrung by the-unwillingness of western 
powers which thwarted UN involvement in’the preyen- 
tion of the genocide. The USA ignored its responsibility 
in the Rwandan genocide of up to 800;000 Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus at the hands of Hutwextremists. In 1998 
President Clinton apologized for ignoring the “most 
intensive slaughter in this blood-filled century.”* Coming 
on the coattails of Mr. Clinton”s oleaginous mea culpa 
was a body count in the DRC to dwarf that in Rwanda. 

Africa is beset by misfortune. Currently in AIDS- 
wracked southern Africa 16 million are faced with 
starvation. This is nothing new. In June 2001, CBC TV 


host Brian Stewart queried Stephen Lewis, Canadian UN » 


Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa: “Is this the most 
daunting crisis of all?” Mr. Lewis’s response was that 
“this dwarfs everything.” He spoke of the 13 million 
orphans and the 40 million orphans projected for 2010. 
He also spoke of the never-ending struggle to raise 
money to combat this pandemic in Africa. 

Yet a year later Mr. Lewis was still fighting for 
money to tackle the pandemic. He mused on why it was 
so difficult to raise money when dollars were flowing for 
the War on Terrorism. “Explain to me, if you will, why 
we have to grovel to extract a few billion dollars to 
prevent the deaths of more than two million people every 
year,” he said. Mr. Lewis saw the outcome of the G8 
meeting in Kananaskis, Canada as crucial for Africa, 
Professor Ekme-Ekme described the result of the G8 
summit as summing up “the West’s contempt for the 
African leaders who left with nothing concrete to show 
from their hosts except promises of a modest increase in 
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by Kim Petersen 


the overall Western ‘aid budget’ to Africa.” 

Mr. Lewis lamented later in 2003 that, “We know 
there is a lot of money out there but something must be 
profoundly wrong somewhere. Something is morally 
wrong.” 

But the USA and Britain are fighting what Prime 
Minister Blair calls a “moral war.” It indicates quite a 
lot about where the priorities of the USA national 
interest lie when one considers the 75 billion dollar 
request President Bush presented to the Congress. Then 
add the billions to fight Operation Enduring Freedom 
in-Afghanistan and take the 400 billion dollar USA 
defense budget and juxtapose this with the few billion 
dollars, to spare, the lives of some dark-skinned people 
in Africa. 

There is little oil to exploit in southern Africa. Jim 
Valette, director of research at the Sustainable Energy 
and Economy Network, was blunt in his opinion about 
the importance of oil in the national interest. Oil is “the 
driving force behind national security policy. It's a no- 
holds-barred battle for‘oil globally, and it’s just a tragedy 
that-the people of Iraq and our‘own’sons and daughters 
and brothers and sisters are paying the price.” The price 
is also’ ignorance of the misery, now in parts of Africa. 

“The violence unleashed on Iraq was certainly not 
about any threat to the USA. If anything the rapid demise 
of the government of President Hussein has exposed how 
absurd the oft-stated threat to the USA was. 

Humanitarian concerns are ostensibly of minimal 


importance tothe USA. The administration of Mr. Bush: 


dismissed warnings of the risks of humanitarian catastro- 


-phes in,both Afghanistan and Iraq. Afghanistan has been 


left hanging, for: the most part, waiting for promised 
billions: tovarrive’ to reconstruct their war-ravaged coun- 
Oy there will be a demand for more money to 
reconst ct Trag. 
Meanwhile Africa languishes under a pandemic. 

The Jack of funding was decried by Mr. Lewis as a 

“mass murder. by complacency. ” He derided the “patho- 
logical equanimity” of bystander nations that must be 
held to account. “There may yet come a day, when we 
have peacetime tribunals to deal with this particular 
version of crimes against humanity.” 


Kim Petersen is a Canadian currently living in 
China, writing and teaching. 
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Saskatchewan Legal Aid: = 


Helping 20,000 families every year 


It’s hard to say enough about the importance 
of Saskatchewan Legal Aid — the program 
that provides legal assistance and advice 

to people on low-incomes. 


The following people wanted to try: 


“lam continually impressed “Without a strong “For over 25 years, 
with the quality of advocacy legal aid system, Legal Aid has been the 
provided by Legal Aid lawyers, there can be no justice quiet work horse of the 
notwithstanding the in the justice system.” Saskatchewan justice system, 
demands put upon them. Allan Blakeney, handling more than 80% 
They are the foot soldiers former of the criminal law cases 
of our justice system.” Saskatchewan Premier in the province.” 
James Korpan, President Gerald Seniuk, 
Sask. Trial Lawyers Association Chief Provincial Court Judge 


Saskatchewan Legal Aid. An important program to support - and protect. 


This ad produced by legal aid workers, members of the Canadian Union of Public Employees. 


Will Medicare Die? 


It will, if the privateers get their way and bring 
in American-style for-profit health care in 
Canada. 


Don't let that happen. 


The Saskatchewan Union of Nurses urges 
you to keep up the fight to defend Medicare 
so everyone in Canada will get the care they 
expect and deserve. 


The 7,700 members 
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by Sképhane (Massinon 


< ay what you will about today’s 
films; they appeal to the lowest 
common denominator, they use 
recycled plots, they are overly predictable. No matter 
what you may think of the state of our popular entertain- 
ment culture, every now and then someone out there gets 
it just right. Truly brilliant films wield significant power 
over viewers by opening their eyes to a different reality. 

Roman Polanski’s Academy Award winning The 
Pianist is one such film. In this movie, Adrien Brody 
offers a moving performance to illustrate the atrocities 
that devastated Warsaw, Poland during the Second 
World War. From chilling scenes of random executions 
to the witnessing of family members taken off to concen- 
tration camps and likely death, the entire experience 
affects viewers and makes them face the grim situation 
for what it was. Despite the fact that this conflict is over 
60 years old, the film has a clear message that is equally 
relevant to this day. War is hell. 

No matter how obvious this message may seem, it is 
surprisingly disheartening to see the coverage that the 
invasion of Iraq has received. Buildings on fire are a 
staple, missiles being launched are used too, and maybe 
a few bloodied hospital patients are shown for sympa- 
thetic reasons. But that’s about the extent of it. What we 


are not shown are the people burning inside these build- 
ings, the missiles landing, or the truly mangled victims 


of war. 


If we are ever to move beyond war’s glorified 
rhetoric, let’s do this society a service and show us all 
what we are truly dealing with. No more censoring 
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Peace march in Cape Town, South Africa 


images that are deemed too offensive and no more 
attempts to perpetuate our culture’s blind acceptance 
of war. 

The result of releasing these photographs would 
be, most likely, initial shock followed by disgust, 
contempt and repugnance. If they are too difficult to 
handle, I say that’s a good thing. Our Western society 
needs to truly know what is going on when the planes 
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“Shock and Awe” citizens. 

It is time to lose our blissful ignorance and ac- 
knowledge the fact that we are lucky not to have first- 
hand knowledge of what a war really looks like. Being 
far removed from Iraq, the very least we could do is try 
to understand the devastation of seeing your family, 
friends and country under attack - without limits. 

The photographs exist and are posted on the 
internet. They are out there. 

Realistic photography played an important role in 
exposing a generation to the realities of Vietnam 30 
years ago. It is my belief that it should be used again. 
The sooner we come to this new understanding, the 
faster the suffering can end. 

It would be a shame to wait for the film industry 
to expose the current war realities to us. Do you want 
to watch a movie 10 years from now and think to 
yourself “why didn’t I know that?” Of course not. We 
must learn from the past and work towards a peaceful 
tomorrow. The age of ignorance must come to its long 
anticipated end. 


Stéphane Massinon is a Political Science student at 
the University of Calgary. 

“Shock and Awe” photos of Iraqi victims of the 
invasion - where censorship is NOT an option - are 
found on the website at: 
www.marchforjustice.com/id191.htm 
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rge F. Kennan was one of the most intelligent and 
lucid American planners, and a major figure in shaping 
the world as it recovered from World War II. In 1948, 
Kennan wrote Policy Planning Study 23. It is considered 
a key document in the design of what today we call the 
“New World Order.” Here’s some of what it says: 

“We have about 50 percent of the world’s wealth, 
but only 6.3 percent of its population. In this situation, 
we cannot fail to be the object of envy and resentment. 
Our real task in the coming period is to devise a pattern 
of relationships which will permit us to maintain this 
position of disparity. To do so, we will have to dispense 
with all sentimentality and day-dreaming; and our 
attention will have to be concentrated everywhere on our 


Early World Planner 


immediate national objectives. We should cease to talk 
about vague and unreal objectives such as human rights, 
the raising of the living standards, and democratization. 
The day is not far off when we are going to have to deal 
in straight power concepts. The less we are then ham- 
pered by idealistic slogans, the better.” 

Many in the West, hoodwinked by decades of slick 
American public relations have trouble believing such 
clear statements. The people of the Third World, how- 
ever, whose bodies have been burned and torn to pieces 
by American weaponry, could probably have stated it 
verbatim without ever having read it. 


Darren Ell is a photographer in Montreal, QC. 


Road-map to the new Empire 


From the initial plan, only prudence has been left by the side of the road. 
The following is an excerpt from their website. 


The Project for the New American Century is a non-profit educational organization dedicated to a few funda- 
mental propositions: that American leadership is good both for America and for the world; that such leadership 
requires military strength, diplomatic energy and commitment to moral principle; and that too few political leaders 


today are making the case for global leadership. 


The Project for the New American Century intends, through issue briefs, research papers, advocacy journalism, 
conferences, and seminars, to explain what American world leadership entails. It will also strive to rally support for a 
vigorous and principled policy of American international involvement and to stimulate useful public debate on 


foreign and defense policy and America’s role in the world. 


William Kristol, Chairman 


We aim to make the case and rally support for Ameri- 
can global leadership. As the 20th century draws to a close, 
the United States stands as the world’s preeminent power. 

Of course, the United States must be prudent in how it 
exercises its power. But we cannot safely avoid the responsi- 
bilities of global leadership or the costs that are associated 
with its exercise. The history of the 20th century should 
have taught us that it is important to shape circumstances 
before crises emerge, and to meet threats before they be- 
come dire. 

Our aim is to remind Americans of these lessons and to 
draw their consequences for today. Here are four consequences: 
e we need to increase defense spending significantly if we 
are to carry out our global responsibilities today and mod- 
ernize our armed forces for the future; 

* we need to strengthen our ties to democratic allies and to 
challenge regimes hostile to our interests and values, 
_* we need to promote the cause of political and economic 


freedom abroad; 


e we need to accept responsibility for America’s unique role 
in preserving and extending an international order friendly to 
our security, our prosperity, and our principles. 

Such a Reaganite policy of military strength and moral 
clarity may not be fashionable today. But it is necessary if 
the United States is to build on the successes of this past 
century and to ensure our security and our greatness in the 
next. 

Signed June 3, 1997: Elliott Abrams - Gary Bauer - 
William J. Bennett - Jeb Bush Dick Cheney - Eliot A. Cohen 
- Midge Decter - Paula Dobriansky - Steve Forbes - Aaron 
Friedberg - Francis Fukuyama - Frank Gaffney - Fred C. 
Ikle - Donald Kagan - Zalmay Khalilzad - I. Lewis Libby - 
Norman Podhoretz - Dan Quayle - Peter W. Rodman - 
Stephen P. Rosen - Henry S. Rowen - Donald Rumsfeld - Vin 
Weber - George Weigel - Paul Wolfowitz 


The website of the New American Century can be found 


al: www.newamericancentury.org . 
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BOYCOTT USA CORPORATIONS THAT BENEFIT FROM WAR 


Why Boycott? The United States has made it clear that it refuses to listen to world opinion 
and the UN. Show your resistance to this rejection of the rule of international law. The following 
brand names belong to USA corporations which are part of the military-industrial complex, benefit 
from war, contributed substantially to George Bush’s campaign funds, or whose massive profits 
eventually help finance the USA’s enormous arms expenditure. The Bold ones are the key ones. 


RESTAURANTS 
McDonalds, Starbucks, Burger King, KFC, Pizza Hut, 
Dominos Pizza, Subway. 


DRINKS 

Coca-Cola, Fanta, Pepsi, Dr. Pepper, Schweppes, Sprite, 
V8 Juice, Ocean Spray, Sunny Delight, Tropicana, Del 
Monte, Maxwell House, Tang, 

Gatorade. 


BREAKFAST CEREALS 
Kellogg’s, Coco Pops, Nutri-Grain, Pop Tarts, 
Quaker brand. 


CANDY & SNACKS 

Bounty, M&Ms, Mars Bar, Milky Way, Snickers, 
Starburst, Twix, Skittles, Snickers, Toblerone, Trident, 
Wrigley’s, Dentyne, Bubbaloo, Halls, Jelly 

Beans , Hershey’s, Pringles, Doritos, ACTII Popcorn, 
Walkers. 


CANNED & PACKAGED & FROZEN FOODS 
Heinz, Oxo, Del-Monte, Campbell soups, Cuppa Soup, 
Homepride, Green Giant, Uncle Bens, Peak Freans, Oreo, 
Kraft, Ritz, Weight Watchers, Dole, Old El Paso. 


CHEESE / ICE CREAM / VARIOUS 

Philadelphia Cream Cheese, Kraft, Cracker Barrel, Sara 
Lee, Haagen-Dazs, Ben & Jerry’s, Nutrasweet (all 
Aspartame), most Soybean/Vegetable oils (buy Olive Oil 
& Canadian products). 


PERSONAL CARE - GENERAL 

Aquafresh, Colgate, Crest, Oral B, Fixodent, Listerine, 
Kleenex, Charmin, Gillette, Old Spice, Dove, Camay, 
Braun, Remington, Head&Shoulders, 

Pantene, Clairol, Vidal Sassoon, Weight Watchers. 


PERSONAL CARE - WOMEN 

Tampax, Always, Carefree, Kotex, Yves Rocher, Max 
Factor, Giorgio Beverly Hills, Olay, Neutrogena, Johnson 
& Johnson, Avon, Revlon, 

Estee Lauder, Clairol, Proctor and Gamble. 


BABY CARE 
Pampers, Huggies, Johnson & Johnson, Gerber. 


HOUSEHOLD CLEANING 

Amway, Palmolive, Ajax, Ivory Soap, Tide, Daz, 
Bounce, Cascade, Mr Muscle, Fabreeze, Swiffer, Pledge, 
Vanish, Glade. 


SUPERMARKETS & STORES 
Wal-Mart and other USA big box stores. 


CARS & CAR RENTALS 
Gm, Ford, Dodge, Jeep, Daimler Chrysler, Hertz, Avis, 
Budget. 


OIL / PETROLEUM 
Esso, Mobil, Texaco, Amoco, Goodyear. And, Conserve, 
Bus, Bike, Walk! 


COMPUTERS, OFFICE & ONLINE 

AOL, Microsoft, Hewlett Packard, Packard Bell, Gate- 
way, Dell, Compaq, Kodak, IBM, Apple, Netscape, 
AT&T, CompuServe, E-Bay, Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 
Borders, Sprint, Texas Inst., FedEx, UPS, Xerox. 


HOME GENERAL 

GE, Hotpoint, Whirlpool, Electrolux, Braun, Hamilton 
Beach, Sealy Beds, Teflon, Motorola, Duracell, Singer, 
Black & Decker, Chubb. 


BANKS & FINANCE 
American Express, Capital One, Prudential, Morgan 
Stanley, MBNA-Mastercard, Citibank, Merrill Lynch. 


FASHION & SPORTS WEAR 
Nike, Gap, Levi’s, Liz Clairbourne, Ralph Lauren, 
Wrangler, Calvin Klein, Reebok, Tommy Hilfiger.. 


ENTERTAINMENT & LEISURE 

Disney, AOL Time Warner, Mattel Toys, Kodak, Marriott 
Hotels, Hilton Hotels, US-owned Airlines , Readers 
Digest, Fox, CNN, ABC, NBC, CBS, MTV, Blockbuster, 
most Movies/DVDs/Videos. 


READ LABELS 
Buy from Canada & Other Countries 
No need to throw away items you already 
have - just Don’t Buy New! 


Don't shop WAR-MART! 


(Or other American stores.) 


See what you'll finance? 
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Sign on Bloor St., Toronto 
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Pax Americana 


“Either you are with us, 


or you are with the terrorists.” 


by Jim Harding 


- George Bush Jr. 


Things have moved so quickly, with the UN crisis and the safety of American troops in the region, of our friends 


war on Iraq, that it hard to grasp how we got to 
this point. But even before Bush and Blair gave 
the go-ahead for war, it was becoming quite 
widely known that a fundamental shift 
had occurred in American foreign policy, 
and that Iraq was the first test case. 

After the USA-UN coalition 
victory against Iraq in 1991, foreign 
policy divisions were already apparent 
in the Republican administration. Neo- 
Reaganites were already lobbying fora 
change from the Cold War policy of 
containment, to one of unilateral and 
preemptive use of military force as a 
way to enforce USA superpower 
hegemony. A document calling for this was drafted and 
presented to the President in 1992. But Bush senior 
dissociated himself from it, and directed Dick Cheney to 
rewrite the draft policy. In retrospect, this was like 
asking the fox to guard the chicken-coop. 

After the victory of the Clinton administration, the 
USA continued to support a containment policy of UN 
inspections and sanctions, and its own enforcement of 
“no fly” zones. In 1997 several of the neo-Reaganites 
formed the Washington think-tank, Project for the New 
American Century (PNAC). This was committed to the 
USA preemptively exerting its military and economic 
power - as the only superpower, and ignoring multi- 
lateral institutions that wouldn’t follow “American 
leadership.” It was the doctrine of Pax Americana. It 
involved the men who would become the most powerful 
group within Bush junior’s regime: Vice-President 
Cheney, Sec. of Defense Rumsfeld, Dep. Defense Sec. 
Wolfowitz, Defense Board Chair Perle, and Nat. Secu- 
rity Council Director Abrams. 

In early 1998, the PNAC sent a letter to Clinton 
encouraging him to follow this preemptive military 
strategy. It said, revealingly: “It hardly needs to be added 
that if Saddam does acquire the capability to deliver 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD), as he is most 
certain to do if we continue along the present course, the 
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and allies like Israel and the moderate Arab states, 
and a significant portion of the worlds oil will all 
be put at hazard.” Later, the letter states: “We 
believe the USA has the authority under 
existing UN resolutions to take the 
necessary steps, including military 
steps, to protect our vital interests in 
the Gulf. In any case, American 
policy cannot continue to be crip- 
pled by an insistence on unanimity 
in the UN Security Council. 
This letter was signed by18 
PNAC members, including 
Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, Perle, 
Abrams, and Kristol. William 
Kristol, then PNAC Chair, was a neo-conservative 
ideologue for Weekly Standard, owned by Fox. In the 
lead up to the Presidential election between Bush and 
Gore, he was attacking Clinton’s “utopian international- 
ism,” by which he meant the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty, the Climate Change Treaty, providing enough 
money for global poverty programs and supporting the 
UN. From his PNAC vantage point, Kristol foresaw the 
total reversal of these policies under the Republicans, 
writing “American dominance can be sustained for many 
decades, not by arms control agreements, but by aug- 
menting America’s power.” 

Kristol co-authored another telling article which 
outlines “the standard of a superpower that intends to 
shape the international environment to its own advan- 
tage.” That article said, “A strong America capable of 
projecting force quickly and with devastating effect to 
important regions of the world would make it less likely 
that challengers to regional stability will attempt to alter 
the status quo in their favor.” Kristol called for regime 
change in Korea and China, as well as Iraq, while rede- 
fining “national interest” to mean more than prosperity 
and security, but also “honor and greatness.” 

After Bush’s “election,” Vice-President Cheney 
helped author the White Paper “Rebuilding America’s 
Defenses: Strategy, Forces and Resources for a New 
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Century.” This was written one year before 911, and three 
years before the conflict in the UN over Iraq. It argued 
that American forces have to “fight and decisively win 
multiple, simultaneous major theater wars, and perform 
the ‘constabulary’ duties associated with shaping the 
security environment in critical 
regions.” About establishing a 
“permanent role in Gulf regional 
security” it stated: “While the 
unresolved conflict with Iraq 
provides the immediate justifica- 
tion, the need for a substantial 
American force presence in the 
Gulf transcends the issue of the 
regime change of Saddam 
Hussein.” 

It makes it clear that, even 
after Hussein is defeated, Ameri- 
can military bases will stay in 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia as “Iran 
may well prove as large a threat 
to USA interests as Iraq has.” The 
White Paper also talked of 
increasing “the presence of 
American forces in Southeast 
Asia,” and “regime change” in 
China. Bush then quickly fell into step with the neo- 
Reaganites by withdrawing from the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile treaty, the International Criminal Court (ICC), 
and refusing to support Kyoto. 

In 2002, the document “National Security Strategy,” 
a rewrite of the one rejected by Bush senior after the 1991 
Gulf War, became Bush junior’s policy. This justified the 
use of unilateral, preemptive force to “democratize” the 
world in the interests and image of the America super- 
power. In a post-911 world, the language of the “war on 
terrorism” was added in to further justify this policy. The 
objectives and strategy of the policy had all been in place, 
waiting for what the earlier draft had called “‘a cata- 
strophic and catalyzing event.” 

A post-Saddam Iraq was to be the model of Ameri- 
can-like democracy for the Middle East. Corporate 
globalization, already advancing through “free trade” 
agreements, was now going to be advanced explicitly in 
the interest of the USA through domination in an era of 
Pax Americana. 

The “shock and awe” of 911 - and the aftermath of 
mass patriotism, infringements of civil liberties, and 
homeland security - forged the conditions to act on the 
unilateralist militarist perspective. It is probably symbolic, 
if not significant, that after the planes crashed into the 
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, Bush was with 
Cheney, while Powell was on an airplane. Colin Powell 


You're Either With US or You're With The TERRORISTS! 
A MESSACE FROM THE MINISTRY OF HOMELAND SECURITY 


“total war” (a phrase coined by Goebbels, propaganda 
minister in the Hitler regime) coming from people like 
Richard Perle. He was able to get the war cabinet to focus 
on the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, rather than imme- 


diately attacking Iraq in the aftermath of 911. 
Bush became the ideologue of 


Pax America. He polarized 
political discourse, in a fashion 
similar to anti-communism and 
McCarthyism. He talked threat- 
eningly of how “either you are 
with us, or you are with the 
terrorists,” and how those “who 
harboured” anyone that the USA 
considered terrorists, were now 
also enemies of the USA. Speak- 
ing of a “crusade” against 
terrorism, and invoking his 
revengeful, protestant, funda- 
mentalist “god” into the lan- 
guage of war, he became the 
“cowboy evangelist” for which 
he will be known in the history 


books. 
Bush’s use of the phrase “axis 
of evil,” instantly put interna- 


tional politics back a half century. It has probably in- 
creased the desire (most notably North Korea’s) for 
WMD; fearing that without these, they will be a cake- 
walk if the US military is directed to target them. 

Bush’s simplistic, retributive approach to justice has 
no room for the intricacies of international law or peace- 
making. If anything, it stimulates conflict that can lead to 
warfare. With Bush making statements like “God is not 
neutral,” and “may God watch over the USA,” he is 
probably playing into Bin Laden’s hands; that this is a 
war on Islam. Bush’s mixing of religion and nationalism, 
into belligerent superpower rhetoric is likely what 
catalyzed the huge pre-war, anti-war movement through- 
out the world. 

Under Bush junior, the “peace dividend” from the 
end of the Cold War was quickly eaten up with massive 
increases in spending on the military and homeland 
security. Powell was apparently successful in convinc- 
ing Bush to try to launch the war on Iraq through the 
UN multilateral process to avoid appearing to be a 
global “bully.” We quickly found out, however, that this 
was not going to divert Bush, or the chicken-hawks 
who now control the Pentagon, from their pursuit of 


Pax Americana. 


Jim Harding is a peace activist, and retired Profes- 
sor of Human Justice. He is a contributor to a forthcom- 
ing book on Iraq and Canada (Lorimer). 


was apparently nervous when he heard the language of 
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W. Oddie 


Woe thank the following 
for their recent financial contribution to Briarpatch. 


K. Cowan G. Manz L. Borgerson & V. Drummond 
Regina, SK Regina, SK Regina, SK MacDowall, SK 
T. Quigley and D. Hopkins K. Jeworski J. Conway C. Fischer 
Saskatoon, SK Regina, SK Regina, SK Regina, SK 
L. Aiken L. Johnson K. Bird D. Crossley 
Toronto, ON Westport, ON Ottawa, ON Saskatoon, SK 
A. Kagis L. Powell K. MacDonald & M. Hnidy D. Evans 
Regina, SK Roblin, MB Regina, SK Fort Qu 'Appelle, SK 
A. Taylor M. Brownstone P. Beach D. Gehl 
Regina, SK Toronto, ON Ernfold, SK Indian Head, SK 
B. Currie M. Fischer P. Gingrich D. Hobbs 
Swift Current, SK Ladysmith, BC Regina, SK Brock, SK 
B. Yip M. Mahood R.L. Cleveland D. Thomson 
Toronto, ON Regina, SK Regina, SK White Rock, BC 
C. Chamberlin M. Tolley T. Howard E.H. Smallwood 
Edmonton, AB Moose Jaw, SK Saskatoon, SK Lestock, SK 
C. Verrall N. & B. Currie T. Walker E. Kotyk 
Regina, SK Swift Current, SK Regina, SK Canora, SK 
D. & A. Beveridge O. Lindsay T. Toews & S. Wells E.L. Brown 
Regina, SK Atikokan, ON Swift Current, SK Elrose, SK 
D. Brin P. Christie A. Deutsch E. Oddie 
Regina, SK Powell River, BC Edmonton, AB Regina, SK 
D. Cowley R. Staley A. Groome E. Sainte-Marie 
Lumsden, SK High River, BC Fort Qu’Appelle, SK Victoria, BC 
D. Markling S. Arsenault-May A. Manning & F. Bishop E. Zinn 
Saskatoon, SK Toronto, ON Regina, SK Langley, BC 
D. Ortman S. Butel A. Rockman F. Cushing 
Regina, SK Regina, SK Toronto, ON Victoria, BC 
D. Ralph K. Miner & H. Wagner A. Sebulsky H. & M. Fredeen 
Toronto, ON Regina, SK Calgary, AB Saskatoon, SK 
E.D. Witt W. Denis A.G. Hunter F. Furlong 
Abbotsford, BC Saskatoon, SK Riverhurst, SK Halifax, NS 
G. Cunningham A. & R. Quandt B. & S. Sambasivam F. MacPhee 
Toronto, ON LaRonge, SK Saskatoon, SK Rothesay/NB 
G.W. Aho B. Byers B. Bilson G. Cooke 
Thunder Bay, ON Ottawa, ON Saskatoon, SK Regina, SK 
J. Aitken B. Lyons B. Cosbey G. Cwitco 
Moose Jaw, SK Regina, SK Regina, SK Toronto, ON 
J. Frederick C. Powell B. Curry G. Heinrichs 
Saskatoon, SK Regina, SK Wynyard, SK Regina, SK 
J. Joel D. Anderson B. Debeck G.S. Newsham 
Regina, SK Regina, SK Vancouver, BC Montreal, OC 
J. Mitchell D.B. Turton B. Forgay G. Scholten 
Regina, SK Edmonton, AB Regina, SK Moose Jaw, SK 
J. Morris E. De Pauw B.L. Harding G. Teed 
Lethbridge, AB St. Bruno, OC Regina, SK Gabriola Island, BC 
K. Collier G. Engler B. Wiwchar G. Ledingham 
St. Albert, AB London, ON Calgary, AB Regina, SK 
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H. Beach 
Ernfold, SK 
H. Lukin-Robinson 
Toronto, ON 
H. & E. Elkin 
Regina, SK 
J. & H. Neufeld 
Waldeck, SK 
I. Adams 
Langenburg, SK 
I. Holmes 
Burnaby, BC 
J. Anderson 
Regina, SK 
J. Caswell & A. Colpitts 
Abbey, SK 
J. Cruikshank 
Regina, SK 
J. Davidchuk 
Ashburn, ON 
J. Hawrishok & R. Warkentin 
Lac Vert, SK 
J. Heck 
Regina, SK 
J. Inglis 
Biggar, SK 
J. Irvine & T. Connor 
La Ronge, SK 


J. King 
Tatla Lake, BC 
J. Kneen 
Ottawa, ON 
J. Manett 
Toronto, ON 
J.R. Fafard 
Air Ronge, SK 
J. Turpin 
Mount Pearl, NF 
K. Bissell 


Regina, SK 


K. J. Winters 
Austin, MB 
K. Komeychuk 
Emerald Park, SK 


K. Packer 

Toronto, ON 
L. Gordon 

Wapella, SK 
L. Jones 


Saskatoon, SK 
L. Jorgenson 


Abbey, SK 
L. Tallman 
Vancouver, BC 
L. Ulmer 
Regina, SK 
L. Voth 


Vancouver, BC 
L.W. Jackson 
Riverhurst, SK 
M. Dotchuk 
Regina, SK 
M. Durant 
Saskatoon, SK 
M.I. Bishoff 
Moose Jaw, SK 
M. MacFarlane Sefton 
Melfort, SK 
M. Poisson 
Medicine Hat, AB 
M. Strong-Jensen 
Ottawa, ON 
N.A. Wells 
Saskatoon, SK 
N. Balogh 
Ottawa, ON 
N. Latulippe 
North Bay, ON 
N. Walker 
Regina, SK 


O. McKague 
Regina, SK 
P. Bladen 
Preeceville, SK 
P. Cartwright 
Woodridge, IL 


P. Gallagher 

Regina, SK 
P. Gehl 

Regina, SK 
P. Heinonen 


Ottawa, ON 
J. & P. Holtslander 
Saskatoon, SK 


P. Kachur 
Shellbrook, SK 
P. Olineck 
Preeceville, SK 
P. Styran 
Roblin, MB 
R. & N. Lowe 
Gimli, MB 
R. Clark 
Balgonie, SK 
R. Ermel 
Regina, SK 
R. Jackson 
Powell River, BC 
R. Morford 
Donkin, NS 
R. Pusch 


Victoria, BC 
B. & R. Stirling 
Regina, SK 
S. Buhler & C. Clark 
Saskatoon, SK 
S. Dixon & R. Huhtala 
Regina, SK 
S. Tamaki 
Regina, SK 


S. Wulff 
Calgary, AB 
T. Crush 
Lone Rock, SK 
T. Knutson 
Saskatoon, SK 
T. McLeod 
Victoria, BC 
T. Ormiston 
Outlook, SK 
T. Wolfwood 
Victoria, BC 
W. Madden 
Ft. McMurray, AB 
W. McCall & K. Phipps 
Regina, SK 
W. Pollock 
Francis, SK 
W. Stahl 
Regina, SK 
CAW Local 1520 
St. Thomas, ON 
CAW Local 1524 
Kitchener, ON 
CAW Local 1973 
Windsor, ON 
Grain Services Union 
Regina, SK 
Prince George Labour Council 
Prince George, BC 
Sask. Joint Board - RWDSU 
Regina, SK 
RWDSU Local 568 
Regina, SK 
PSAC National 
Ottawa, ON 
Pulp, Paper & Woodworkers 9, 
Prince George, BC 
CEIU 
Ottawa, ON 


A special thank you to the swimmers and volunteers 


at our Swim-at Chon 


Lilly Olson 
Moose Jaw 
Chelsea Looysen 
Regina, SK 
Aina Kagis 
Regina, SK 


SWIMMERS: 


Denise MacDonald 
Regina, SK 
Phil Johnson 
Regina, SK 
Dale Markling 
Saskatoon, SK 


Don Howden 
Qu’Appelle, SK 
Camille Howden 
Qu Appelle, SK 
Natasha Goudar 
Regina, SK 


VOLUNTEERS: 
George Manz 
Devon Anderson 
Keith Jeworski 
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BOYCOTT THE WAR 


Aten step program for recovery 
from A.A. (America Addiction), 
and to create peace and justice 


in the world. 
by Theresa Wolfwood 


Canadians can send a clear message to the USA that we 
oppose their political, military and economic domination 
of the world. 

1- Don’t shop USA in your own town. We can boycott 
all those big chains and franchises - from Wal-Mart to 
Starbucks, from Home Depot to GAP, from Sears to 
McDonalds. Support local businesses. 

2- Stay away! We should not visit any part of the USA. 
Instead, invite American friends and family to visit here. 
3- Don’t look, listen or read. Part of our USA addic- 
tion is due to domination by its media. Stop watching USA 
television, videos and movies. Don’t read USA papers or 
magazines. Support Canadian independent media, film 
makers and writers. Find the analysis and knowledge of the 
rest of the world to enrich our global perception. 

4- Don’t buy USA vehicles. And, most of all, shun 
SUVs. They are gas guzzling polluters. 

5- Fuel. Husky and Mohawk are not USA-owned and 
Petrocan is still partly owned by us. 

6- We need to shop carefully! Don’t buy “Made in 
USA.” Ask for Canadian made goods or fair trade products 
from around the world. Booze is easy: we have locally 
made beer and wine and many international products. 
Boycott franchised products like Coors and Budweiser. 
And Seagram’s is now a USA company. 

7- Don’t buy USA brands. No matter where the product 
is made, if you recognize the brand as American, the 
profits go to a USA corporation. 

8- Sell stocks and shares. If you have mutual funds or 
pension plans, or are among the 10 percent of Canadians 
who own stocks, sell them if they are in USA companies. 
9- Our biggest addiction is USA produced food. We 


are used to 
buying 
American brands like Kraft or General Foods. Most fresh 
fruit and vegetables in the winter come from the USA or 
American owned agri-biz in Mexico. So let’s eat Canadian 
apples instead of imported oranges, cole slaw made with 
Canadian cabbage instead of lettuce salad. We can buy 
canned and frozen Canadian vegetables and fruit. It is easy 
to find local potatoes, onion, squash and carrots even in the 
winter. Enjoy the seasonality of local berries, tomatoes and 
other produce. 

10 - Boycott and talk about it. Share information about 
products and sources. Tell politicians and businesses. 
Boycotts helped overthrow apartheid South Africa and end 
French nuclear tests. 

Although this boycott is designed for Canadians, 
people anywhere (even in the USA) can adapt it. 

We can all consume less. We can walk more or use 
the bus. We are our own best media - talk to people every- 
where about this boycott and the reasons for it. 

If everyone in the minority world consumes less, it 
will give real support to our sisters and brothers in the 
majority world and we will find greater satisfaction in our 
own everyday lives. 

Through this boycott we will send a clear message to 
USA government and corporations and our own govern- 
ment that we do not support wars, oppression or domina- 
tion. 


Theresa Wolfwood works for the Barnard-Boecker 
Centre Foundation in Victoria, BC. Their website is 


bbcf@islandnet.com . 


Global Boycott of USA Corporations that Benefit from War 


Key USA brands to boycott 


Let everyone know about this 
campaign - friends, colleagues, 
e-mail contacts, stores! Choose 
brands from Canada and other 
countries. No need to throw 
away items you already have - 
just don't buy new! 


in response to war: 
Coca Cola, Mcdonalds, 
Heinz, Kellogg’s, Philip 
Morris, Johnson & Johnson, 
Procter & Gamble, Esso 
(Exxon-mobil), AOL, Ford, 
Starbucks, Gap, Nike, 


For more information visit: 

www .motherearth.org/usboycott/ 
www .adbusters.org/campaigns/ 
boycott_america/ 

Www .boycottwar.net 
www.voice4change.org 


Blockbuster, Wal-Mart 
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Bullying 


by Tyler Hopson 


Actress Jenny Young has landed her dream role on stage 
and she’s just 25 years old. 

A native of Vernon, BC, Young graduated from 
Vancouver’s Studio 58 theatre program at Langara 
College in 2000. Soon after, she auditioned for the one 
and only part in Joan MacLeod’s play The Shape of a 
Girl. Young got the role and hasn’t looked back since. 

Green Thumb Theatre premiered the show as part of 
Alberta Theatre Project’s PlayRites Festival more than 
two years ago. Due in large part to Young’s incredible 
talent, she and the rest of the crew began touring nation- 
ally and have performed the play more than 160 times and 
in many of Canada’s major theatres. 

The Shape of a Girl stars Young as Braidie, a trou- 
bled, but fairly typical, 14-year-old girl. Braidie has 
stationed herself at home after a long and traumatic 
experience with school bullying. Plagued with guilt, 
Braidie uses imaginary conversations with her brother as a 
form of therapy; a way to get it all out. What is surprising 
is that Braidie is not the one who has been bullied. Rather 
she has succumbed to peer pressure and is somewhat of a 
bully herself, although certainly not an unthinking one. 

MacLeod wrote the play in response to the murder of 
14-year-old Reena Virk of Victoria in November, 1997. 
As horrific as this event was, MacLeod remarks in the 
play’s program that incidents of bullying and violence are 
not extraordinary among young people. The frequency 
with which these events occur underline the importance of 
The Shape of a Girl, which succeeds in urging its viewers 
to contemplate the causes of bullying, not just its obvious 
repugnance. 

“Bullying is not something new,” says Young, “what 
is new is the attention it has begun to receive in North 
American media. It’s being looked at from all angles. 
Even some adults are beginning to realize that they are 
being bullied in the workplace.” 

What is new is the play’s focus on bullying among 
teenage girls. Until quite recently, the idea of females 
bullying other females seemed ridiculous in our culture. If 
shows like Jerry Springer and Jenny Jones have had any 
positive affect on us, it is in bringing these types of issues 


to our attention. 
Unfortunately, it often takes something drastic, such 


and the pressure to conform 


as the Victo- 
ria murder, to 
truly make us 
reckon with a 
problem. This 
is true in life 
as in art, for 
it is only 
when the 
bullying 
becomes 
undeniably 
serious that 
Braidie is 
forced to take 
action. 

Like 
many children, Young witnessed and was sometimes the 
target of bullying when she was a girl. In elementary 
school, Young was caught in a triangle of friends led by a 
bully that made “my life a living hell for a week or so, 
then it was the other girl’s turn.” 

In high school, Young witnessed several male bullies 
taunt other kids from time to time. “Like Braidie, I was a 
bystander a lot of times. There were a few times I spoke 
up, but most often I just watched.” She stresses that, “The 
thing about bullies that we have to remember is that most 
of them are still young and there is still hope for them. 
Maybe we can help them change.” 

By mixing humour with serious subject matter, The 
Shape of a Girl connects with its audience. It is morally 
instructive without being preachy. And, in Braidie, there 
is a bit of almost every teenage girl one knows. For those 
of us in our third, fourth, fifth decades and beyond, the 
play is an accurate reminder of just what it was to be a 
teenager. A time when the awareness of responsibility for 
one’s actions is mixed with a yearning for the freedom 
and irresponsibility of childhood. 


Tyler Hopson has just completed a year-long stint as 
Arts Editor for the Carillon at the University of Regina. 
Soon, he will be found in Vancouver working toward a 
master’s degree in Journalism. 
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Deglobalization: 


Ideas for a New Economy 
by Walden Bello 

Zed Books Ltd., 2002 

Fernwood Publishing, 

Halifax, N.S. 


review by Theresa Wolfwood. 

Victorians had the rare chance to hear Walden Bello 
discuss his thoughtful and constructive theories about 
globalization and the new global democracy movement 
at the Small World Social Forum last November. The 
New Internationalist magazine says, “Clear analysis and 
impressive scholarship have made Bello one of Asia’s 
key progressive thinkers.” 

In Deglobalization, Bello explains the crisis of 
legitimacy in the institutions of global financial powers - 
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the 
World Trade Organization and the G-8. This set of 
organizations have imposed on the world a system that 
empowers corporations and their servant governments, 
while it weakens governments that try to serve the 
interests of people and impoverishes the majority of the 
world’s population. There is little argument these days; 


Power Politics 


by Arundhati Roy 
South End Press, 2001. 
Cambridge, MA, USA. 


reviewed by Theresa Wolfwood 

Few writers could take two seemingly different 
subjects like river dams and “the war on terrorism” and 
turn them into a coherent, informed, impassioned indict- 
ment of the nation state, elitist greed and militarized 
globalization. 

India is a country where more than the total popula- 
tion of Canada may be displaced and homeless. I say 
“may be” because nobody really knows, as the studies of 
dam building never bother to count the people who float 
away like twigs and leaves after vast areas are flooded. 

Power equipment corporations, mainly from the 
USA, shmooze their way through financial board rooms 
and political back rooms. New projects are appearing in 
Turkey, Uganda, and Belize - to name a few. 

Power companies are only the leading knife edge of 
a whole series of new policies and agreements that 
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we can see the results of these policies from Bangkok to 
BC, from Qatar to Calgary, and from Victoria to Ven- 
ezuela. Global capitalism reaches everywhere, even as 
Bello shows it is in crisis and failing its own objectives. 

Fortunately, a creative global movement for democ- 
racy, justice, peace and a healthy environment is sweep- 
ing the world. Bello is a scholar, chronicler and partici- 
pant of this movement. He says we need to 
decommission the financial institutions while we build a 
pluralist system of governments. 

The new system will finance local development 
based on human needs and ecological equilibrium rather 
than growth, will make decisions based on democratic 
choice and not on the imperative of market forces, 
redistribute land and resources equitably for all, and 
make sure that corporations and the state are constantly 
monitored by civil society. 

Bello concludes by saying that a more fluid, less 
structured, more pluralistic world will enable nation and 
communities to carve out the space to develop based on 
their values, their rhythms and the strategies of their 
choice. 

This short concise volume is a guidebook no activist 
should travel without. 


expedite the sell out of the natural riches. 

Roy warns that a war, ostensibly fought to save the 
“American Way of Life,” will undermine it completely 
as it spawns more anger and terror in the world. She 
says, “Terrorism is the symptom, not the disease. Terror- 
ism has no country. It’s transnational, as global an 
enterprise as Coke or Pepsi or Nike.” 

In her final essay Roy gives a detailed account of 
the policies that have lead to the present situation in 
Afghanistan - from drugs to the CIA. And the help of the 
USA, Canada (who provided CANDU nuclear reactors) 
and other enthusiastic weapons exporters has lead to the 
escalation of hostility between Pakistan and India. 

Roy says, “Language is the skin on my thought.” 
Her words are white hot and cut holes in our compla- 
cency. We can be grateful that she sees it as her moral 
responsibility to use her language to take sides, to be 
clear and moral about the violence and corruption of 
militarized globalization. 


Theresa Wolfwood works for the Barnard-Boecker 
Centre Foundation, Victoria, BC. 
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Bienfait: 
The Saskatchewan Miners’ Struggles of ‘31 


by Stephen Endicott 
180 pages, $21.95, 
University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 2002 


reviewed by Garnet Dishaw 

It’s champagne, croissants and literary types in suits 
and floor length gowns that show up for most book 
launching parties. But not in the coal mining town of 
Bienfait - there it’s co-op store snacks, strong coffee and 
trade union heroes who turn out. 

At least that’s what happened when retired York 
University history professor Stephen Endicott unveiled 
his fine new book about the 1931 Estevan Coal Strike. 

There to embrace the author and endorse the book 
was Amelia Budris, whose husband, Peter Markunas, was 
one of the three trade union martyrs murdered by the 
RCMP on the main street of Estevan on September 29, 
1931. Also attending the book launch was strike veteran, 
Peter Gemby, who was blacklisted for a decade after the 
"31 strike. 

Steve Endicott's research is sound and reliable and 
the analysis is thorough and thought-provoking, but its 
the writing that is the best part of the book. Professor 


Endicott writes with real insight and empathy for workers. 


At times his narrative is quite moving and inspirational. 

Bienfait is the story of the systematic exploitation 
and abuse of the 600 or so miners in the Souris Basin coal 
fields of southeastern Saskatchewan, and their efforts to 
organize a union and improve wages and conditions. 

It is also the story of a militant, fighting, left-wing 
union - the Mine Workers Union of Canada - and its 
uphill struggle to cope with red-baiting politicians and 
hysterically anti-labour bosses. 

There are great biographical sketches in this book of 
legendary labour activists. The notable Workers Unity 
League (WUL) leader Annie Buller is very accurately 
depicted. Buller was charged, tried and jailed after the 
1931 Estevan Coal Strike mainly because she had deliv- 
ered a speech the day before the RCMP shot the three 
miners, and in her remarks she told the truth about work- 
ing and living conditions. 

Another colourful figure in the book is the great 
WUL organizer, Sam Scarlett. He had endless fights with 
the bosses and syndicalist adventures all across the North 
American continent. 

Bienfait does a fine job of explaining the deceit, 
corruption and illegality practiced by the police, and the 
ethnic discrimination in the mines and company towns. 
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Layoffs every spring and summer dumped as many 
as 400 miners on the unemployment line with few oppor- 
tunities of other jobs. Miners’ families were to buy at the 
company store, live in unserviced, uninsulated, company- 
owned shacks, and be thankful for the starvation wages 


and endless humiliations. 
It is a brutal story told with real compassion for the 


victims. It’s an account of raw capitalist thievery and 
police terrorism inflicted on some of the bravest and best 
trade unionists in all of Canadian history. 

All workers should get a copy of the book and read it 
- and that will not be any kind of chore. There are 48 
pages of photographs from in and around the Souris 
Basin coal mines during the early 1930s that add consid- 
erably to the book. 

Like some majestic mine head frame Steve 
Endicott’s Bienfait will stand as a lasting tribute to our 
courageous trade union ancestors, and it will honour the 
heroic struggle fought out in the Souris Basin coal fields 


in the late summer of 1931. 


Garnet Dishaw is Director of Research and Commu- 


nications for the Saskatchewan Federation of Labour. 


Saskatchewan Centennial 
Labour History Book Project 
tk 


With the help of experienced researchers 
and professional writers, we have started to 
document worker’s contributions to the 
development of the province over the last 
100 years - and even earlier. 

In order to complete the 
project and have it published we 


need to raise another 30,250. 
We would like to ask you to 
consider assisting by making a 
donation. Please make your 
cheque payable to The Labour 
History Book Project and send 
it to the SFL office. All donors 
will be listed in the book. 


Saskatchewan Federation of Labour 
220-2445 13th Ave. 
Regina, SK S4P 0W1 
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My Opinion 


Lord of Me 


Things? 


(like oil, and people, and countries...) 


A s the bombardment of Baghdad on the first night the 
bombs fell in earnest was portrayed on our television 
screens, a new term seemed necessary to capture what 


was happening. This was a new form 
of barbarism - a “techno-barbarism.” 
Here is a small and wretched country 
of 22 million, already on its knees as 
a result of the 1991 Gulf War and 10 
years of repeated bombings and 
sanctions, being pounded by what 
will become the biggest bombardment 
in human history, as American 
officials repeatedly brag. That first 
night, we were told that there were 
1000 sorties by planes dropping 2,500 
kilogram “bunker busting” bombs, 
backed up by 1000 cruise missiles. 
We are witnessing this millennium’s 
new imperial war - already tested in 
Afghanistan - as the most powerful 
technological military force in the 
world pounds those who defy the new 
empire into submission and capitula- 
tion. So far the Bush regime has 
chosen two easy targets, where 
speedy military victory seemed a 
foregone conclusion. 


This approach is not completely novel, though the 
scale and costs of the war are obviously without prec- 
edent. There was the slaughter by British troops of over 
10,000 Dervish troops in 1898 in revenge for them 
daring to stand up to the British Empire by taking 
Khartoum and killing Sir Charles Gordon. Spears and 
swords were no match for artillery and machine guns. 


Peace march in Toronto 
photo: Theresa Wolfwood 


There were the repeated slaughters of North American 
Indians by American cavalry with artillery, repeating 
pistols and rifles, and later on with the Gatling gun. 


There was the slaughter during the 
Indian Mutiny, the slaughter of Zulus 
in South Africa, and repeated slaugh- 
ters by the contending colonial 
powers in China. 

Even when the resisters could 
briefly claim victory, as in the case of 
Khartoum, the Zulus in South Africa, 
the Sioux and Cheyenne against 
Custer at Little Big Horn, the victory 
was purchased at the cost of enor- 
mously appalling numbers of casual- 
ties. History is strewn with examples 
of technologically superior empires 
imposing their will and control 
through slaughter, perhaps beginning 
with the Roman Empire with its short 
sword, armed chariots, and catapults. 
But the scale, speed, and generality 
of the American onslaught, first in 
Afghanistan and now in Iraq, are 
without precedent. 

This is, therefore, a new page 


in the history of world empires. The American Empire 


now claims the right - unilaterally and pre-emptively - to 
intervene anywhere, any time in the world. Indeed, the 
American Empire now claims military sovereignty over 
the space around the world. The American Monroe 
Doctrine of the 19" century applied only to Latin 
America. The USA claimed that Latin America was its 
inviolable sphere of influence and claimed the right to 
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intervene whenever American interests were threatened. 
The one exception allowed to this doctrine - Cuba - was 
only permitted after the world was taken to the brink of 
nuclear war between the USSR and the USA. In exchange 
for the withdrawal of the USSR’s missiles from Cuba, 
America promised not to exercise the Monroe Doctrine by 
invading and overthrowing Castro’s revolutionary regime. 
The point is, however, that America only backed away 
from the full exercise of the imperial prerogative as a result 
of a confrontation with a contending superpower. There are 
no longer any contenders - the American colossus stands 
astride the world without significant challenge. Now the 
Monroe Doctrine applies to the entire world and the space 
that surrounds it. 

Is the world a safer place? Are you and I safer under 
the protection of this new Pax Americana? Polls tell us that 
people feel more insecure and fearful. The stock market 
tells us that even big investors are excessively anxious. 
Europe is angry with US violence and arrogance. The UN 
is in shambles, thanks to America’s bullying insistence that 
only unconditional UN support for the American imperial 
adventure was acceptable. Outside North America the USA 
is now viewed by the overwhelming majority of the 
world’s population as the biggest threat to peace and 
security in the world. After the defeat and occupation of 
Iraq the hatred for the USA, and all those who supported it 
in this illegal and barbaric war, will be deep and palpable. 


Winnipeg (204) 988-1400 
Regina (306) 777-0000 
Edmonton (780) 420-4975 
Vancouver (604) 682-6501 
Calgary (403) 236-2256 
Prince George (250) 563-7202 
Dawson Creek (250) 719-0256 
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Need a Union? 
Duh! 


Let’s get organized 
Give us a call 


Communications Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada 


This is not a war. This is the systematic vandalization 
and humiliation of one civilization by another with techno- 
logical superiority. Empires rarely last very long in the ebb 
and flow of human history. They become arrogant, anti- 
intellectual, and condescending. They increasingly can’t be 
bothered with complex diplomatic and political solutions 
to conflicts, opting for quick and ruthless violence to exact 
and impose obedience. This leads to waves of hatred for 
the Empire and its citizens, which inevitably expresses 
itself in growing political and military resistance. 

It is uncertain whether Chrétien’s decision to refuse to 
support this war will protect us from the full fallout in the 
aftermath. One young man from Saskatchewan was shot 
dead recently in the oil fields of Yemen, doubtless taken for 
an American. Years of this sort of violence and revenge will 
follow and intensify as the American occupation continues. 

The future is ominous and I fear for my four children 
as they enter adulthood in what could become one of the 
world’s darker and uglier times. Rather than an American 
world Camelot as envisaged by John F. Kennedy after the 
end of the evil empire of the Soviet Union, we see the 
rising dark clouds of Mordor. As one American protest 
sign declaimed, “Bilbo and Frodo Help! George Bush Has 


the Ring!” 


John Conway is a University of Regina political 


sociologist. 
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 Cruellers. Dutchies. 
Double-glazed. 

Bear claws. Fritters. 
Old-fashioned. 

Double chocolate. 


We have our own cuisine. 
We have our own magazines. 
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The Retireme 


TSUN 


[A mues igal wave ] 


What happens when 
all the Baby Boomers 
start to retire? 


30% to 50% 

of union members, 
leadership, and staff 

will soon be leaving 

the workforce in Canada. 


Talk about a major transition. 


We have to get in front 
of this tsunami. 


Find a safe harbour 
of information 

and ideas at 

the National Union. 


WWW.NUPGE.CA 


15 Auriga Dr., Ottawa, Ontario, K2E 1B7 


1-613-228-9800 > 


